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SAAC NEWTON ARNOLD was born Nov. 30,
I

813, at Hartwick, ncar Cooperstown, Otsego County,

New York

His father, George Washington Arnold, was

a physician of honorable standing and descent.

His

family in America dates back to the time of the earliest
settlement of New England, some members of it being
associates of Roger \Villiams, and the wonderful men who
first proclaimed civil and religious freedom on this continent, and in Rhode Island established the first real
Republic ever vouchsafed to man.
Reared among the romantic hills of Otsego, he drank
in from his earliest childhood the very spirit of poetry.
Intense love for the home of his youth clung to him
through life, and in his last sickness his mind would often
wander back, and a longing for a sight of the blue hills
of Otsego found expression on his trembling lips.

The

following extracts from his journal show his deep affection
for Cooperstown, and the whole of Otsego County, crowded
as was his memory, with the rich associations of boyhood,
youth, and early manhood:
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"COOPERSTOWN, Septemb er, 1874.
"As we sailed down the lake in the little steamer·
'Natty Bumbo,' and as we approach ed the village, which
I had not visited for two years, my mind was busy with
the past, the days of boyhood and youth and early associates; and as I approach ed the shore and saw few familiar
faces, I was impresse d with the fact that more, many
more, of my old friends sleep under the evergree ns and
sugar-ma ples of yonder cemetery than I can find now in
the streets of Cooperst own.

Althoug h it rained on Fri-

day, the rain did not prevent an early visit to scenes and
localities of great beauty, and ever interesti ng from early
associati ons.
"Judge Cooper settled here at the foot of Otsego
Lake, and at the source of the Susqueh anna, and from
him one of the most beautiful villages in America takes
its name. His descenda nts still have their home here,
and contribu te much to a social circle unsurpas sed by
any in taste, refineme nt, and intelligen ce.
"Nothin g among the country churches 111 America ,
scarcely any among the rural churches of England , equals
in beauty the location and surround ings of this little
church; on the bank of the Susqueh anna, almost under
the shadow of Mt. Vision; the church-y ard is shaded by
the noblest specimen s of the pine, the elm, and the sugarmaple to be found anywher e.

Already the brilliant tints.
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of autumn light up the scene, and contrast most beautifully with the deep, dark green of the murmuring pines.
'Here the rude forefathers of the hamlet sleep.'

It is more beautiful than Stoke-Pogis Church, and might
well have inspired the elegy:
·· • Here the sacred calm that breathes around,
Bids every fierce, tumultuous passion cease:
In still, small accents, breat11ing from the ground
.\. grateful earnest of eternal peace.·

"Aug. 6, t875. - Yesterday visited Hartwick and my
birthplace.

The ole.\ home is little changed in its exterior.

I visited the little stvdy where I translated the sixth book
of the . Eneid, then I waU.::ed to the creek, the mill, drank
from the old moss-covered bucket."

:\Ir. Arnold was twice married.

His first marriage

was \\'ith Catherine E. Dorrance of Pittsfield, :\lass., who
departed this life, October 20th, r 839, leaving one son,
Edward :\Iason, who died in 1844.

His second marriage

was \\·ith Harriet Augusta Dorrance, a sister of his former
,,·ife, .i\ugust 4th, 184r.
marriage.
and

J uclge

Nine children were born of this

Reading law in the offices of Richard Cooper
:\Iorehouse of Cooperstown, Mr. Arnold was

admitted to the bar in 1835, and, after a short copart-
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nership with J udgc l.Torchouse, settled permane ntly in
Chicago in 1836, and at once commen ced an eminentl ysuccessfu l professio nal career, which soon placed him
among the foremost of the distingui shed men \\·ho from
about that time adorned and made illustriou s the bar
and forum of Illinois.
Mr. Arnold was confirme d in the summer of 1844 by
the Rt.-Rev. Philande r Chase, the first bishop of Illinois,
at St. James' Church, Chicago. On the same interesti ng
occasion, his eldest d<lllghter Katharin e was christene d.
These two e\'ents occurring together, made each more
solemn and beautiful .

His interest in and love for the

church extended through his riper years, and each and
all the rectors of St. James' were h~lcl among his muchAlthoug h not regular in his attendan ce at
the Holy Commun ion, yet he, on special and marked
occasion s, accompa nied his family to the altar ancl par-

loved friends.

took of the Bread and TVinc at the table of our Lord.
His early religious educatio n having been outside of the
Episcopa l church, he had somethin g of the feeling of the
Scotch Puritan, that this Sacrame nt is too sacred for
frequent observan ce.

He also hac\ a deep sense of his

own unworthi ness.
In his own home, Mr. Arnold adorned "the grand old
name of gentlema n." At his table, he dispense d an ele-
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gant hospitality, graced by all that refined taste can add
to kindness of heart and gracious welcome.

Books,

flowers, pictures, and the society of refined men and
women, with occasional resort to the simple beauties of
nature, were his pastimes when seeking restoration from
toil and study.

Among the many pleasant recollections

which cluster about the memory of our departed friend,
is the fond remembrance of Christmas nights, which it
was his wont to keep.

Inviting some of his most intimate

friends, with their children, the evening was spent in telling and listening to stories and playing simple games,
while the mistletoe and other evergreens, mingled with
choice flowers from his conservatory, added beauty to the
"flow of soul."

These lovely gatherings were always

brought to a close with the "Virginia Reel," led off by
the host, and in which he joined with all the ardor of
.youth.
Mr. Arnold was possessed of many lovely traits of
character, not likely to be known outside of his immediate circle of friends.

His love for children.

His wise

consideration for his widowed sisters and other relations
and friends, who, in the providence of God, were, in a
measure, thrown upon his care, were beautiful to behold.
Though blessed with a lovely family and an abundance
of the good things of life, he was subjected to severe
trials, and passed through the deep waters of affliction.

10
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After the great fire of 1871, when all his property
wa,.; destroyed, he met the necessities of the case with a
lion- hearted ness \\·orthy of all praise ; and

111

a year's

time, found himself once more at home in his O\\·n house,
so feelingly described by him in the following extract
from his journal, elated October 8th, 1872:
"In my own house, under my own roof-tree again.
A year today wandering on the sands and
light-house to escape the conflagration.

fl~eing

to the

It has been a

year of work and effort, not without comfort and gratification.

I desire to express gratitude and thanks to God

for preservation, for health, for health of my family, and
for restoration to home."
In April, 1873, it became necessary to remove the
remains of such of his family as had been interred in the
old city cemetery. 'Ve copy from his journal Mr. Arnold's
own touching account of the performance of the sad duty:
"April r8th, T873.-Toclay attended the sad removal
of the remains of some of my family, who were interred
111

the city cemetery:
"Catherine E. Arnold, died October 20th, 1839, aged

twenty-four years; died at the old Lake House in Chicago.
''Our son, Edward :vrason Arnold, died March, 1844,
at my old house, [northeast] corner of Ontario and Dearborn streets; aged four years and seven months.
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"George Arnold, my son by my present wife, died
1845, aged seven months.
"Frances Isabella Arnold, died I 846, aged five months.
"Lizzie Mason Arnold, died 1854, aged one month.
"It was sad to disturb their repose, but they will
sleep as placidly in Graceland ; alas, can they not whisper
one word of the hereafter ? Where are they ? Do they
know anything of us ? Are they conscious that they are
not forgotten? As one stands by the grave, how unavoidable the wish that we had done more to make them happy."
The saddest and heaviest shock ever received by Mr.
Arnold was in the death of his only surviving son, Arthur
Mason, drowned April 26, I873·

We dare not enter upon

the narration of this heart-rend ing event. Fortunate ly, a
cooler head, with steadier hand and no less loving heart,
has already recorded the sad story of the dear boy, which
is herewith presented to those who "knew him but to love
him, who named him but to praise."
At the time of this sad calamity, the family were
about to make the tour of Europe, their steamer appointments having been secured.

This European trip was at

first given up; but, after a short time, feeling that something must be done to in some measure divert their
thoughts from their irreparabl e loss, they decided to resume their plans so far as they could, and undertake their

12
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anticip ated journe y. This visit to the old world was made
in the spring of 1873; Mr. Arnold with his family landing
at Liverp ool on June 1st, 1873. The wonde rs of the continent, the beautie s of the mother -countr y, the introdu ction
to and enterta inment by the intellec tual and cultiva ted
society of that grand old home of his ancesto rs, all combined to divert the though ts of the devote d parent from
the dark cloud that continu ally hung over him and reminded him of hopes banish ed from his worldl y existen ce.
Return ing home, after a year spent in Europe , he again
devote d himsel f in earnes t to literary work, and in the
autumn of 1879, the "Life of Benedi ct Arnold " was given
to the public.
In June, 1881, Mr. Arnold made his second visit to
Englan d, having been invited by the Royal Histori cal
Society to read before that august body his celebra ted
paper on "The Life and Charac ter of Abraha m Lincoln ."
\Vhile in Englan d, he visited the Rev. Edwar d Gladw yn
Arnold , a grands on of Benedi ct Arnold , and found this
gentlem an to be a disting uished clergym an of the Church
of Englan d, honore d and belove d by those to whom he
admini stered the holy duties of his high calling . On his
return home, Mr. Arnold devote d his time to study and
literary pursuit s, most congen ial to his tastes. His interest in the Chicag o Histori cal Society was very deep, and
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having been one of its founders, he gave much consideration to its welfare and progress.

The revision and com-

pletion of his work on Lincoln occupied much of his time,
even up to the closing hours of life.
The journal of Mr. Arnold, under date of November
30th, 1883, contains a few lines contemplating the return
of his birthday, so beautiful that we present them without
comment:

old!

"November JOtlt, I88J.

My birthday; seventy years

Tltrcescore and ten/

Death must be at no great

distance.

I wish to live only so long as I may be, to

some extent, useful, and not when I shall be a burden.
May my remaining days be useful and innocent."
The last two years of the life of Mr. Arnold were
happily passed.

His work on the life of Lincoln, his cor-

respondence, foreign and domestic, occasional trips to his
farm on Rock River, visits from distinguished friends at
home and abroad, an appointment as visitor on the Board
of Examiners at West Point, June 1st, 1883, given him by
Hon. Robert T. Lincoln, secretary of war, and son of his
old friend; these, and many other interesting events, ail
contributed to most pleasurable emotions.
Thus in a feeble way has a friend of many years
endeavored to add his mite in praise and commemoration
of Isaac Newton Arnold.

In closing his address, read
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before the Chicago Historical Society, on the life and services of Mr. Arnold, Judge Higgins, with great good taste
and absolute truth, quoted the language of Edmund Burke
with which we beg to close this unworthy eulogium:
"In all the qualities in which personal merit has a
place, in culture, in erudition, in genius, in honor, in generosity, in humanity, in every sentiment, and in every
liberal accomplishment, he \\·as the peer of any man."
\V. F. DEW.

THE LAST RITES.
[Revised from the C!timgo Tri/Jzme, April 28, 1884.]

T

ilE funeral of the Hon. Isaac Newton Arnold took
place yesterday afternoon, at two o'clock, from St.

James' Protestant Episcopal Church, at the southeast
corner of Cass and Huron streets.

The esteem in which

Mr. Arnold was held was shown by the large number of
prominent people who gathered to pay the last honors
to the deceased.

At the church nearly every seat was

occupied, many persons coming from a distance to show
their love for Mr. Arnold.

Seats on either side of the

mam aisle were reserved for members of the family, intimate friends, and pall-bearers.

The actual bearers of the

casket were family servants and men who had been in the
employ of Mr. Arnold.

The honorary pall-bearers were

Judge Thomas Drummond, J. Young Scammon, Judge
Lambert Tree, Edwin H. Sheldon, Frederick H. Winston,
William F. DeWolf, Judge Mark Skinner, E. B. Washburne,
Lyman Trumbull, Henry W. King, George Payson, and
Cyrus Bentley.
The remains were met at the entrance to the church
by Bishop McLaren, Bishop Harris, the Rev. Dr. Locke,
Canon Knowles, Canon Street, and Rev. Morton Stone.
As they were borne down the aisle, Bishop H an·is recited
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that portion of the service for the dead, beginning, "I am
the resurrection and the life," the organist in the meantime playing Buck's "Evening."

vVhen the casket was

placed in front of the chancel, the choir sang the burial
anthem, "Lord, let me know the length of my days.'"
After the lesson, "Jesus, lover of my soul" was sung.
TRIBUTE OF BISHOP HARRIS.

Bishop Samuel S. Harris then delivered a brief
tribute to the memory of the deceased. As his address
was not written, and was only imperfectly reported, a bare
outline of it is all that can now be given:
On occasions like this, he said, the church's beautiful
service would ordinarily seem enough. In such an hour it
is usually best to listen only to the church's voice of hope
and consolation in her solemn office for the burial of the
dead.

But this large concourse of mourning citizens tells
us that no ordinary sorrow has called us together today;

and in the midst of the general" grief, affection craves the
privilege of paying a brief tribute to the memory of one
who was deeply honored and beloved.

The life· of Mr.

Arnold was an important factor in the history of this city's
developmen t and growth. Through many years of ardent
and arduous professional labor, he won and kept a place
in the front rank of the great lawyers of the Northwest.
His political services at the Nation's capital in the coun-
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try's hour of peril had been eminen t and distingu ished;
and through out the whole of his professi onal and public
career, he had always been the friend of the afflicted, the
defende r of the oppress ed. The speaker preferre d, however, to think of him in the charactl"'r in which he knew
him best: as the tender husband , the loving father, the
humble Christia n, the good neighbo r, the high-so uled man,
the faithful friend.

More entirely than that of most men,
his life was full-rou nded and comple te. His last days
were full of honor and peace. Books, pictures , friends,
those whom he loved were all around him, and in his intercours e with them, he found the highest joy of his earthly
life; and in the midst of this serene joy, he found an added
happine ss in looking forward to a more blessed existen ce
beyond the grave .
.:'\ ot long before his death he wrote a paper, entitled ,
"The Layman 's Faith." Perhaps I can not do better, the
speaker said, than read some extracts from this remarkable paper, which will come to us in this hour as the voice
of our beloved friend from beyond the grave:

"'If a ma11 die slta/1 !tc li<•c again ?'"
grrat Fat/l{'Y?

Is t!terc a God, our

Has He re·vea/cd Himsel f to ma11!''

"These be mighty question s.

They have agitated

man since the earliest records of his existenc e.
"For me, these questio ns must soon be solved -by

J8
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death.

Not many years, at most, can elapse before I shall

'sleep with my fathers;' 'Lie in cold obstruction's apathy,'
or, as I hope and believe, live again in a brighter life.
"As we have all stood sadly around the open grave
of those dear to us as life itself, we have yearned to knozu,
to have an authoritative answer to the question, arc we
mere mortals, born only to die; or immortals, with a ne\·crcnding destiny?

As we decide this question, life is likely

to be dreary, dull, coarse, sensual; or bright, hopeful, elevated, and pure.
he.'

As a man 'thinketh in his heart, so is

If we believe we are animals, and nothing more, it is

not unnatural we should act like them.

'Let us cat and

drink, for tomorrow we die.'
''Rut if we really believe we are in very truth the immortal children of an eternal Father, making up here a
record for eternity, we rise to the awful dignity and responsibility of immortals, and we ought to live with a
purity and grace worthy of a god.
"I am here tonight not to reproach, nor to sneer at
those who differ from me, not to try to say bright things if
I could, not to attempt a logical argument, but lo throw
out in a somewhat desultory way some thoughts which may
possibly aid some honest brother in soh-ing these great
questions.

I shall try at least to show that

\I"C

may rea-

sonably entertain a 'comfortable, holy hope' of immortal
life.

•
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"Robert Ingersoll said with a touching pathos over
his brother's grave, a pathos which makes his irreverence
the more shocking : ' Life is a narrow vale between the
cold and barren peaks of two eternities.
to look beyond the heights.

'vVe strive in vain

\Ve cry aloud, and the only

answer is the echo of our wailing cry.'

And again: 'Every

life,' says he, 'will at its close become a tragedy as sad,
and deep, and dark as can be woven of the warp and woof
of mystery and death,' and '\\'hether in mid-sea or among
the breakers of the farther shore, a wreck must mark the
end of each and all.'
"Alas! if his theories arc true, all this follows, anu
'no shipwrecked brother can take heart again.'

If we

have no Father, if we arc \\·ithout souls and death ends all,
then, indeed, he truly says life, 'every life is a tragedy and
a wreck,' must indeed mark the end of us all.

But if we

have a good and kind Father, who has created us to be
happy, placed us in this beautiful world to prepare us for
another still more beautiful, where we may live in joy, and
love, and purity forever, then life need not be a 'tragedy,'
nor need any be 'shipwrecked among the breakers of the
farther shore.'

There is a haven beyond those 'breakers.'

"I am here then with the hope that I may be believed
when I ask 'some shipwrecked brother to take heart
again', and to have faith that the statement 'Life is not
an empty dream', and that

ISAAC N.
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'Dust thou art, to dust returnest,
\Vas not spoken of the soul.'

"But why is belief so hard, why in these days do so
many ingenuous minds find faith in God and immortality
so difficult? First, perhaps, it is because these great truths
have been mixed up with absurd human creeds, and cruel,
repulsive dogmas; and, second, among the candid and
honest seekers after truth, and among those who do not
adopt skepticism for the freedom of self-indulgence, the
chief difficulty arises from the mystery involved, the difficulty in comprehending.
"Creation, eternity, omnipotence are to us incomprehensible.

These ideas are beyond our grasp, and in our

pride of intellect in these days, when we arc conquering so
many difficulties and solving so many questions, we reject
what we can not comprehend, and refuse to believe what
we can not fully understand.

*

·: ·

*

"IN THE ALPS.

"In Sept., 1873, I passed a Sunday at Chamounix.
This, as you know, is a hamlet occupied chiefly by guides
and mountaineers, at the foot of Mount Blanc.

There is,

among the evergreens, a little English chapel under the
shadow of this 'monarch of mountains.'

When, on a

bright, sunny morning, the sweet-toned bell rang out its
call for morning prayer, awakening soft and gentle echoes

TRIBUTE OF TIISHOP HARRIS.
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among the rocks and mountains, many strangers, travelers
from far-away lands, gathered to worship the great Being
whose sublime creations were all around us.

As we came

together in this little chapel, from France, from Germany,
from Scotland, and merry England, from the prairies of
Illinois, from the hills of New England, and listened to
the Bible and the Prayer-Book, the familiar words took
us back, each to his own home and fatherland.

Our

vernacular never seems so sweet as when heard in a
foreign land, and the familiar hymns of childhood, associated with a mother's voice, when heard again in a
the grandest

foreign land, are

more touching than

cathedral anthem.

It was a real pleasure to hear the

voice of a Chicago scholar and priest, asking for each
and all of us, in that far far- off valley, the blessing of
Almighty God.
"In the evening, we all gathered around the bright
wood-fire in the parlor of the inn, to listen to that wonderful poem of Coleridge, 'The Hymn to Mount Blanc.'
Let me recall a few lines as recited then and there:
"'Oh, dread and silent mount, I gazed upon thee
Till

*

"

entranced

I worshiped the Invisible alone.'

"''Addressing the mountain, the poet says:
3

111

prayer
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"' \Vake, 0 wake, and utter

praise~

Who sunk thy pillars deep in earth?
Who filled thy countenance with rosy light?
\Vho made thee parent of perpetual streams?
'Who bade the sun
Clothe you with rainbows, who, with living flowers.
Of loveliest blue, spread garlands

~1t

your feet?

God! let the torrent like a shout of nations
Answer, and let the

ice~plains

echo,

God~

Ye living flowers that skirt the eternal frost,
Ye wild goats sporting round the eagle's nest,
Ye lightnings, the dread arrows of the clouds,
Ye signs and wonders of the elements,
Utter forth, God, and fill the hills with

praise~

Thou, too, stupendous mountain thou:

'Rise, 0 ever nse,
Thou kingly spirit throned among the clouds,
Thou dread Embassador from earth to heaven,
Great Hierarch, tell thou the silent sky
And tell the stars, and tell yon rising sun,
Earth with her thousand voices praises God.'

"To him to whom all this is an utter blank, the

TRIB UTE OF HISII OP HARR IS.

mate rialis t, the man who can not find God
In natur e, in
what pove rty of spiri t must he live?
"'Ho w \\'eary, stale, ftai, and unpro fitabl e
1\Iust seem to him all the uses of this world
.'

"But a syste m \\'hich inspi res such senti ment
s as were
expr essed by Cole ridge , whic h has prod uced
such bene ficent resul ts as I have attem pted to descr ibe,
whic h bring s
into exist ence and nurtu res such men
as Boss uct and
Fene lon, as How ard and \Vesl ey, as Chan
ning, \Vas hington, and Linco ln, must have truth for its
basis. From
syste ms of impo sture and lies, such fruit
docs not grow .
And what do they offer you in place
of this subli me
relig ion ? Dark ness and doub t-agn ostic ism.
Poor children grop ing here in thick black ness; and
in the futur e,
death and annih ilatio n! At utter shipw
reck amon g the
break ers of the farth er shore .
"But all this, like the mete or that nses
abov e the
mars h, and the glare of 'false scien ce, that
leads to bewi lder and dazzl es to blind ,' shall pass away
. Chri stian ity
shall live until its grea t work shall have
been acco mplish ed, and man shall be resto red to purit
y and happ iness and to God.
"Suc h, gentl emen , is my

ltopc -SUC li IS i\IY FAIT rr.·•

In this faith our broth er lived.

In this hope he came
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to die.

Sustained and soothed by this unfaltering trust,

he met his end
"Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams. "

Bishop McLaren gave the Episcopal benediction, and
the hymn, "Lead, Kindly Light," was sung by the choir.
The pall- bearers then approached the foot of the communion rails, where the coffin was resting beneath a mass
of flowers, and bore the remains clown the central aisle of
the church to the hearse.
Special seats were set apart for representatives of the
bar, members of the Chicago Ilistorical Society, the servants of the family, and the employes of Lincoln Park
The avenues and streets surrounding the church were
densely thronged with carriages, and at the conclusion of
the funeral services followed the remains to their last resting-place in Graccland Cemetery.
Among those present in the church were:

John \'.

Farwell, John ·wentworth, Judge Henry \V. Blodgett, Elias

T. Watkins, John 1'\. Jewett, Silas B. and Geo. \\'. Cobb,
Gen. \Vm. E. Strong, Stephen F. Gale, John M. VanOsdel,
Dr. Tolman Wheeler, John Gray, Geo. L. Dunlap, Geo. M.
High, Arthur G. Burley, Augustus H. Burley, John Tyrrell,
John H. Dunham, Joseph Stockton, John L. \Vilson, Volney

L\ST RITES .

C. Turne r, Marcu s C. Stearn s, Laurin P. Hilliar d, Josep
h
Peaco ck, A. C. Hesing , Natha n Mears , Gen. Joseph Leake
,
J . L. Hatha way, James H. McVic ker, L. C. Paine Freer,
\V m. H. Stickn ey, Rober t Fergus , Josep h K. C. and Thos.

L. Forres t, David Swing , Perry H. Smith , Samue l H. and
\Vm. D. Kerfoo t, W. D. and James L. Hough teling , Henry
G. Miller, Roswe ll B. and Edw. G. Mason , Van H. Higgi
ns,
Danie l Goodwin, Jr., \Vm. Eliot Furnes s, Julius White , \Vm.
Bross, vValter C. Larne d, John Forsyt he, John H. Kedzi
e,
H e nry \V. Bishop, Willia m F. Poole, IIenry A. Hunti ngton
,
L evi Z. Leiter , Andre w J . Brown , \Vm . K . Nixon , Henry
I.
Sheldo n, Abijah Keith, Wm. H. Bradle y, Claren ce II. Dyer,
Luthe r Stone, Chas. R. Larrab ee, Benj. H. Campb ell, John
DeKo ven, \Vm. G. McCo rmick, Dr. Chas. L. Rutter , Chas.
N. Fuller ton, Benj. A. Greer, Chas. Denne hy, Philip Conle
y,

J.

l\IcGr egor Atlam s, Geo. E. Adam s, John Crerar , Willia m
\Vaym an, S. Lockw ootl Brown, Henry Clay Kinne y, C.
C.
Bonne y, Dr. Sidne y Sawye r, Henry Baush er, Jr., Henry
E.
Hamil ton, Grant Goodr ich, James Morga n, vVm. J. Onaha
n,
D eWitt C. Cregie r, Samue l C. Griggs , Samue l S. Greele
y,
Samue l Johnso n, James J . Richar ds, IIenry J. vVilling, Chas.
C. P. Holde n, Simeo n W. King, John T . Noyes , 0. B. Green
,
Norm an ·willia ms, H. \V. Jackso n, John Bates, C. A. Moshe
r,
Willia m Aldric h, Rober t Herve y, Henry L. Hatch , Geo.
\V.
Newco mb, Arthu r \V. Winde tte, Jonath an Slade, Charle
s

Harpe l, Etlwar d F. Cragin , Dr. John Nutt, E. A. Otis,
A.

r
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B. Tobey, Andrew ]. Galloway, Lawrence Proudfoot, Amos
G. Throop, Martit{ Kimball, Thomas P. Robb, William A .
Butters, ] acob Miller, Redmond Prindiville, Frederick A·
Hunt, \Vm . R. Manierre, Ralph N. Isham, Julian S. Rums ey, Albert D . H ager, and Frank M. Blair.

C 0 RRESPONDEN C E.
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To TilE EDITORS

OF

THE "STANDARD'! :

There was buried today at Chicago one of the noblest
men of that city-one whose character I revered and of
whose friendship I was proud-that man was Isaac N.
Arnold.

Mr. Arnold, who was born in the State of New

York, went to Chicago, then a smaller place than Bridgeport, when a very young man, and ever since has been
identified with what is the best in the reputation of the
-city and of Illinois.

He helped lay there the foundations

{)f whatever makes a commonwealth honored and enduring.

During the terrible years of the civil war, he faith-

fully served his adopted State in the Congress of the
Nation, and was the first to propose there the emancipation of the slaves.

In the circle of gifted men like Abra-

ham Lincoln, Stephen A. Douglas, and Elihu B. Washburne, who made the bar of Illinois famous, he was a
notable personage.

For many years until his death, he

was president of the Chicago Historical Society, and a
prominent member of the Chicago Literary Club.

He

was a cultivated scholar, a sound and skilful lawyer, an
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able and painstaking biographer and historian, a purepatriot, and a Christian of untarnished name.

His rela-

tions with Mr. Lincoln were more intimate and confidential than those of any other public man in the Nation.
Their friendship, cemented by years of affectionate intercourse, was very close, tender, and beautiful.

After Mr.

Lincoln's death, Mr. Arnold made extensive and critical
preparations to write his biography, and his material for
this purpose in I 87 I amounted to eight large manuscript
volumes.

All this valuable matter, including a great many

letters of Mr. Lincoln, and other MSS. in his own writing,
was burned up in the memorable Chicago fire.

In de-

scribing to me the destruction of his pleasant house and
precious contents-a calamity that he supposed he would
escape till the moment that it came- Mr. Arnold did not
seem to grieve over any loss but that of the volumes of
Lincoln MSS.

This was really a national loss.

In the removal of Isaac

1 .

Arnold, Chicago loses a

citizen who represented the best side of her character and
life.

He was faithful to the last to the high ideals of his

youth.

He was never tainted by the mercenary spirit

that gives that city such notoriety, and nothing unworthy
ever clouded his fair name, which was a synonym fOthonor and patriotism.

His presence was noble; his man-

ner and bearing, knightly.

His was a nature in which

gentleness and force, refinement and vigor, scholarship

~.
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and piety beautifully blended in a character of symmetrical and admirable manhood.

It seems as though it was

but yesterday that one of his letters of warm greeting and
encouragemen t came to me, and before me now, as I write,
is an invitation to his funeral.

As I can not be with those

who sadly follow his remains today to their last restingplace, it is some little solace to my heart to cast this brief
and hasty tribute upon his grave.

H. N. POWERS,

Rector Clzrist Clmrclt, Bridgeport, Conn.
April 28, 1884.

TRIBUTE OF DR.
[Standard

J.

of the Cross,

A. BOLLES.

Cleveland, 0.]

To TIIE EDITOR:

Your paper of last week contained a notice of the
death of Hon. Isaac N. Arnold of Chicago, and a fitting
tribute to his memory.

In that notice, Mr. Arnold 1s

spoken of as "a leading citizen of Chicago, foremost m
good works, and influential in promoting the good name
and interests of the city and state; a gentleman of dignified and noble bearing, learned in the law and in letters,
able as a writer, eloquent as a speaker, and of unsullied
reputation in his public and private life."

Not much more

could well be said of any one, more especially of a man
always in public life, not only as a lawyer but a politician,

30

ISAAC X. ARNOLD.

a legislator, and a member of Congress; and yet the crowning excellency of his character is omitted, for
"Christian is the highest style of man,"

and Mr. Arnold was a Christian, a communicant of the
Protestant Episcopal Church, and for many years a vestryman of St. James' Church, Chicago.
But my object is not adulation.

vVhat I wish is to

hold him up as an example to all young men of what
may be accomplished by an earnest, honest, and faithful
Christian life.
began

111

My first acquaintance with Mr. Arnold

1841, when I married him to a lady in whom

I was much interested, who had been a member of my
family school for young ladies; nor can I ever forget my
anxieties on that occasion.

From that time to the pres-

ent I have been more or less intimate with the family;
and I hesitate not to say that Mr. Arnold was one of the
most remarkable illustrations of a self-made 11ian I have
ever known.

What I mean is this, that though his father

was an eminent physician, yet at the age of fifteen years
he began life for himself, without any other advantages
than those of a common district-school education, in Western New York.

At the age of twenty-one years, he was

admitted to the

~ar,

became the partner of his teacher,

Judge Morehouse of Cooperstown; and soon after was so
successful in advocating the cause of a negro, charged with
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a capital offence, as to gain for himself almost a national
reputation.

Then at the age of twenty-three years he

removed to Chicago, arriving there in r 836, publishing his
card as a lawyer; and notwithstanding all the trials and
temptations of that strange city for any young man, yet
he weathered the storm, and has now gone to his rest, at
the age of seventy years, beloved and honored as a
friend, a citizen, a lawyer, a churchman, a statesman, and
an author whose works will be forever identified with the
history of the country.

All this not from any peculiar

genius or special brilliancy of intellect or advantages of
education, but simply and solely because of his untiring
industry, his good common-sense, his sincerity and honesty
of character, and his fidelity in acting upon that response
of the catechism as to the two things which we chiefly
learn from the Ten Commandments, "my duty towards
God and my duty towards my neighbor."
My mind goes back to the time of my first acquaintance with Mr. Arnold, now more than forty years ago,
and when I contrast the results with the prospect, there
arises before me at once the evidences of that supernatural grace and strength which were promised to him in his
holy

~aptism,

and which enabled him so to "pass the

waves of this troublesome world" as finally to "die in the
communion of the catholic church, in the confidence of a
certain faith, in the comfort of a reasonable, religious, and
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holy hope , in favor with God and in perfe
ct chari ty with
the world ." 0 how many thous ands have
fallen besid e
him in publi c life, maki ng "ship wrec k of faith
and a good
consc ience ," and yet, God be prais ed, our
dear frien d was
enab led to "with stand the temp tatio ns of
the world , the
flesh, and the devil ," and to conti nue "stea
dfast , unmo vable, alwa ys abou ndin g in the work of the
Lord ."
But the best and crow ning act of his life,
was undoub tedly the docu ment read by him befor
e the Philo soph ical Soci ety of Chic ago, Dec. r6, r88z,
only a little
more than a year befor e his deatb , and whic
h he entit led
"The Laym an's Faith ." Both as a lawy
er and a polit ician, Mr. Arno ld had been assoc iated with
a certa in distingu ished athei st whos e name I will not
ment ion, but
who as a lectu rer had been recei ved in
Chic ago with
mark ed succe ss. "The Laym an's Faith
" is a comp lete
and unan swer able respo nse to all the ribald
, invec tive, and
blasp hemo us enorm ities of that athei stic lectu
rer to whom
he allud es at the begin ning of this noble
and splen did
defen ce of the Chris tian religi on. The
ques tions raise d
are thes e:-" If a man die, shall he live again
? Is there
a God, our great Fath er? Has He revea
led Hims elf to
man ?" "For me," he says, "the se ques
tions must soon
be solve d by death . Not many years , at
most , can elaps e
befor e I shall 'slee p with my fathe rs,' 'lie
in cold obstr uction' s apath y,' or, as I hope and belie ve,
live agam m a
brigh ter life."
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I wish I could quote larg·ely from this admirable essay
on "paper" as he modestly calls it; for there is no argument against Christianity by any of our modern unbelievers which is not fairly and squarely met and exposed;
and I think it should be printed as a tract and put into
the hands of every young lawyer in the country.

But I

can only call attention to it as embracing a full discussion
of the following subjects, vi::;.:

The Mysteries of the

Faith; the Existence of God; Christianity and its Triumphs; The Life and Character of our Blessed Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ; The Results of His Life and Death,
both as a Suffering and a Conquering Saviour; The Testimony of Great Men; The Desires and Longings of the
Human Soul; all these subjects are thoroughly examined
and interwoven with some of the most touching appeals
to the human heart which have ever been conceived or
uttered.
The document concludes with an interesting account
of a Sunday in the Alps at Chamounix, in 1873, attending
the English Chapel, with travelers from all quarters of the
world, worshiping the same Almighty God, according to
the Book of Common Prayer," all one in Christ Jesus,"
and then all assembling in the evening, in one of the parlors of the inn, to listen to that wonderful poem of Coleridge, "The Hymn to Mount Blanc."

34

ISAAC X. ARNOL D.

"Oh, dread and silent mount, I gazed upon thee
Till
entranc ed in prayer
I worship ed the Invisibl e alone."

"And what do they offer you in place of this sublim e
religion ? Darkne ss and doubt- agnost icism. Poor children, gropin g here in thick blackn ess; and in the future,
death and annihil ation! l(· * * But all this, like the
meteor that rises above the marsh, and the glare of 'false
science that leads to bewild er and dazzles to blind,' shall
pass away. Christi anity shall live until its great work
shall have been accomp lished, and man shall be restore d
to purity and happin ess and to God. Such, gentlem en, is
my !tope-Sllclt is my jait!t! "
Blessed words, now sealed and atteste d by death!
\Vhat greater comfor t can there be to survivi ng relative s
and friends !
"\\"hen Faith grows dim and Hope seems gone,
The dead in Christ shall cheer us on. "

Affecti onately contrib uted by
] A:\IES A. BOLLE S.
CLEYE L\XD, May 15, r884.
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From among the

3S

many letters received by Mrs.

Arnold after her husband's death, the following of Mr.
Lay's is selected because in it is mentioned a trait of Mr.
Arnold's character--his kindly interest in the younger
members of his profession-not alluded to in the other
papers:
TRIBuTE OF GEO. W. LA\'.

BATAVIA, N.Y., April 28, 1884.
DEAR MRS. ARNOLD:

Imagine my surprise when I saw the telegraph announcement of lVIr. Arnold's death, not knowing that he
was seriously ill.

Immediately I was carried back to the

first time I came to Chicago, in June, 1847, and went into
the law-office of Arnold & Ogden.

By the kindness of

Mr. Arnold, I was soon taken as his partner in business.
From that time until the date of our separation, a period
of over sixteen years, he always treated me with the
utmost kindness and consideration.

Never, during our

long association, did we have any disagreement and never,
although for

ov~r

sixteen years together, did we have any

settlement of our partnership, each apparently satisfied,
and fully trusting each other.
At our last meeting, when I visited him at his home,
we talked over old cases in which we were interested, and
the many amusing incidents in our long partnership.

He

then told me he was carefully re\Hiting the life of Lincoln,
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and seemed to me then to be as young in his feelings as
ever, as hopeful, seemed to enjoy his life, his work, and
talked of the future as happily as of the past. You, knowing well the intimate relations we had, can easily and
readily appreciate my feelings, my recollectio ns, as I
thought of the past, thought of the struggles and perplexities of our business. To Mr. Arnold I attribute in
a great measure my success in life.

He was to me a firm,

constant friend, an adviser, a counselor, always to be
trusted.
Truly a good man has been called away. Permit me
to sympathiz e with you in your loss, to mourn for my
steadfast friend, who took me by the hand, a stranger
among strangers, unknown, unnoticed, ignorant of business, of the ways of the \\'orld, and led me on to prosperity, to happiness, with always a kindly, fatherly interest.
Others may speak of his undoubted success in law, in
politics, in literary pursuits, and of his high standing
socially; but I can only write of that kindness of heart
that prompted him to take me as I was and to make me
what I am.

That will remain in my memory forever.
I had hoped that years of tranquil rest were left him,
and that after the publicatio n of the life of Lincoln he
would rest from his literary labors.
for him in this life.

But such rest was not

Again I mourn with you.

Mrs. Lay joins me in kind remembra nce to yourself
and family.
Truly yours,
GEO. W. LAY.

PROCEED INGS
OF TilE

CHICAGO HISTORI CAL SOCIETY .

The Hon. ISAAC N. ARXOLD, president of the Chicago
Historical Society, died at his residence in Chicago, on the
24th day of April, r884.
after his death, May

20,

At the first meeting of the Society
r884, the following resolution, offered

by Judge Skinner, was adopted:

Rcsoh,ed, That the Hon. E. B. \Vashburne be requested
to prepare and deliver before this Society, at his convenience ,
a Memorial Address, commemora tive of the life and character of the Hon. Isaac N. Arnold.
Defore the adjournmen t, Mr. vVashburne, the actingpresident of the Society, said:
"I am certain that all the members of the Chicago
Historical Society, and all others present, will have heard
with emotion the resolution in respect to our late President,
first presented by Judge Mark Skinner.
"The Society has met with a great and almost irreparable loss in the death of Mr. Arnold. Long identified
with it, giving to it his attention and his services, he has
done much to elevate its character and increase its usefulness.

vVe can never forget with what courtesy and dignity
he presided at our meetings. Dying, as it were, in the
harness, he has left us the recollection of an honest man,
4
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a cultivated gentleman, a good citizen, and an honored'
public servant.

At some time in the future, the Society

will pay appropriate honors to his memory."
A regular monthly meeting of the Society was held at
the Society Rooms, on Dearborn Avenue, Tuesday even ing,
October

21,

r884.

After the disposal of the preliminary

business, Mr. \Vashb urne delivered the follo\\'ing Address.

.\DDRESS OF HO.N. E. 13. WASHBUR NE.

GE:-. LLE~tEX

OF

L .\ Ill £

rl'HE

s
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,\ '\ ll
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HlSTOKJCAL

SociETY,

AXIl

(; E X T L E ~~ E X :

Chicago Historical Society has been called
upon to mourn the death of our esteemed and
distinguish ed associate, Hon. Isaac Newton Arnold,
its late president.
On the e\'ening of 2oth of l\Iay, I 884, the Society
passed the following resolution, introduced by our honored friend and fellow- member, Juclge Skinner, the
cotempora ry and almost life-long friend of l\Ir. Arnold:
Rcsolz•cd, That in the removal by death of lion. Isaac
N. Arnold, the Chicago Historical Society mourns the loss

of one of its

ori~~inal founders, of one of its most active,
efficie nt, and reliable members, and its honored and greatlyrespec ted president. During all the active years of a long

and well-spent life, }Ir. Arnold had been a citizen of Chicago, contributing by his indefatigabl e industry, his unimpeachable integrity, his patriotism, his public spirit, his rare
abil ities, his great acquirement s, his spotless moral character,
his high social qualification s, and his instincts as a thorough
gentleman to give lustre to the city of his residence and to
the generation to which he belonged; a successful lawyer
that stood in the front rank of his profession; a cautious, far-
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seeing, and wise legislator, distinguis hing himself in the halls
of legislation , Xational as well as State; a successful public
speaker and a writer of great power and \\·ide-spre ad popularity, he has left to the generation s that succeed him the
legacy of a noble example and a good name.

At the same meeting. another resolutio n was
passed requestin g me to deliver before the Society a
"Memor ial Address commem orative of the Life and
Characte r of Hon. Isaac T . Arnold." It \Vould ha\'c
been well if that task could have been confided to
some older resident of Chicago. and one better able to
do justice to the memory of Mr. Arnold. I o\·ercom e
my hesitation , howe\'er, when I consider the opportunity it gives me of appreciat ing the character of a
man to whom I \vas allied by so many tics of friendship and whom I held in the highest esteem for his
private and public Yirtucs, for his ability, his statesmanship, and his patriotism .
At the threshhol d of my remarks, J may perhaps
be pardoned for recalling an incident which took place
a few months prior to l\lr. Arnold's death.
About
Christma s time, 1883, he sent m e an elegantly -bound
copy of the "Proceed ings of the Royal Historica l
Society," \vhich contained his admirabl e paper on l\Ir.
Lincoln, and which, on the invitation of the Society,
he went to London to read.
In a letter written on the 2oth of Decembe r last,
I acknowle dged the receipt of the address, and said:
"I have re-read your paper with renewed interest,
one of the most complete and most polished procluc-
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tions that I now recall to mind. The simple and eloquent story of l\Ir. Lincoln's life awakens in me some
of the most pleasant as well as some of the saddest
memories of that remarkable man.
You know what answer Queen Katherine made
to Griffith after his eulogy on Cardinal \\Tolsey.
I
would say with her, substituting Arnold for Griffith:
·• After my death, I wish no other hcralJ,
~ o speaker of my living actions,
To keep mine honor from corruption,
But such an honest chronicler as Griffith."

ln answering my note on the 2oth of December,
:\Ir. Arnold says:
"IIow strange, as I write, Lincoln's S11akespeare, given
me by l\Irs. Lincoln and Robert, with his autograph, lies
before me, the book which so fainiliarized him with the
great poet. You, his friend and co-laborer, quote from it.
I can only promise in reference to him that I shall try to
be like Griffith, 'an honest chronicler'. But I have this
great advantage: \Volsey's character was made up of good
and ev il, and although he was
'_\ scholar, and a ripe and good one,'
yet he had his faults; but of Lincoln,
'All the ends he aimed at were his Country's, Cod's, and
Truth's ..

1\nd so the 'honest chronicler' has but the simple truth
to tell.

4~

You arc young er than I, and in the course of nature
will survi\· c me. \\TJ10ever goes first, the surviv or will
speak
some kind words. "

Mr. Arno ld has prece ded me to that undis cover ed count ry from v1:hence no tra\·e ler return s.
On the 24th day of April. I88..j., in peace \Yith himse lf
and all the \vorld, at his reside nce in this city, surround ed by his sorrow ing family. he died. fearin g
God. Sur\'i ,·ing him, and with a heart filled with sadness, it no\Y come s to me in this prese nce ''to speak
some kind words " of my friend and our late presid ent.
Hon. Isaac N. Arnol d was born in the town of
Hartw ick, Otseg o Co., N.Y. His father was a country physi cian. who while consc ientio usly attend ing to
the dema nds of, his profes sion added some thing to his
limite d incom e by culti,· ating a small farm in a town
where all the peopl e were devot ed to agricu lture. In
that .beaut iful count y of Otseg o, with its pictur esque
scene ry, its clear and limpi d lakes. and its exten sive
forest s, amid a popul ation made up of the best type of
the Amer ican chara cter, Mr. Arno ld first saw the light
of clay. It was in that comp arativ e solitu de that he
drew his earlie st inspir ations and laid the found ations ,
deep and broad , of that future life. distin guish ed for
so much honor and illustr ated by so many virtue s.
Throw n upon his own resou rces at an early age, he
becam e the archit ect of his own fortun e, and has furnishe d an exam ple to the young men of the prese nt
day, who can see in his caree r that the pathw ay to
great ness and usefu lness is opene d to all who enter
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upon it in a spirit of loyal devotion to the great
objects of life.
Having prepared himself for the study of law, he
first commenced his studies under Richard Cooper,
Esq., of Cooperstown , 1\.Y., and afterward continued
them in the office of Judge E. B. Morehouse of the
same place until he was admitted to the Bar in I 835,
at the ag_e of twenty-one years.
Taking up his residence in Chicago in 1836, his
-career from that time was one of honorable success;
and at the time of his death no citizen of Chicago
was more widely known and more highly respected
and esteemed than was Mr. Arnold. The story of
his professional life must be told by some one of his
associates at the Bar who had personal knowledge of
his ability as a lawyer and of the distinction he
acquired in the practice of his chosen profession.
Interested always in questions of great public
interest, he often stepped outside the limits of his profession to make himself heard and his influence felt.
\\Then the question of the repudiation of the State
debt arose, as was natural for a man of his stamp,
Mr. Arnold revolted against the proposition, and gave
the influence of his high character and great ability to
sustain the public faith. He made himself known to
the people by voice and pen in his efforts to sustain
the honor of the State and to ha\'e the people stamp
out the dishonorable but insidious proposition to repudiate the public debt.
In the session of the Legislature of 1842-3, Mr.
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Arno ld rende red a great and inest imab le serv1ce
to
the State in carry ing throu gh that Cana l Bill whic
h
laid the found ation of our State credi t and whic h contribu ted so much to make Illino is what it is today ,
the
pride of all its loyal sons and the admi ratio n of
our
coun try and the world. On all quest ions of good
faith and publi c mora lity, Mr. Arno ld was alway s
on
the right side; and for the consp icuou s servi ce he
rendered the State and the cause of hone sty, both
in
publi c and priva te life, in a most critic al perio d of
our
histo ry, his mem ory deser ves to be alway s hono red
by
every citize n of Illinois.
As we all knew him, l\1r. Arno ld was a man of
great indep enden ce of chara cter, thoug ht, and action
.
Maki ng up his mind as to what was rig-ht, he alway
s
acted up to his convi ction s. He neve r pand ered
to
low tastes or popu lar preju dices . Ther e was not
the
sligh test tinge of the dema gogu e in all his comp
osition. The quota tion from Hora ce, made by Morr
is.
Birkb cck for the enco urage ment of Gov. Coles durin
g
the great slave ry strug gle in I 82 3-4, when that great
and good man was so fiercely assai led by all the wors
t
elem ents in the State for his effort s to preve nt slave
ry
from defili ng the soil of Illinois, migh t be appli ed
to
Mr. Arno ld with great force :
"Just um et tcnac em propo siti virum ,
Non civium ardor prava juben tium,
Non vultus instan tis tyrann i,
Ment e quatit salida.".;:* "~either the ardor of citizens orderin g base things, nor
the face of the
threate ning tyrant, shakes a man just and tenacious
of princip le from his finn
intentio ns."
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I now approa ch that portio n of Mr. Arnol d's life
and career with which I was most famili ar and in
which I have always had the greate st interes t. At
the same electio n that Mr. Lincol n was electe d president, in I 86o, Mr. Arnol d was electe d a repres entati ve
in the thirty- seve nth congre ss from the Chica go district. I had known him before as a gentle man and a.
lawyer , meetin g him freque ntly at the sessio ns of the
suprem e court at Spring field and Ottaw a. That congress met in extra sessio n on the 4th of July, I 86 I.
Its meetin g was one of the most mome ntous events
ever record ed in the history of our countr y. President Lincol n, great, magna nimou s, peacef ul, patriot ic,
just, had made every effort consis tent with his duty
and his oath to suppo rt the consti tution and enforc e
the laws, to bring the rebelli ous States back to their
allegiance. The rebels, lawless, defian t, aggres sive,
had spurne d every propos ition that might lead to an
There fore, it
unders tandin g betwe en the section s.
was that at the openin g of this congre ss, Mr. Linco ln's
admin istrati on was confro nted by an open rebelli on.
Blood had been shed and the flames of a civil war
had been lighte d in the countr y. It was under such
circum stance s Mr. Linco ln had conve ned Congr ess in
extra session . The memb ers of the Senat e and House
of Repre sentat ives met under this call for an extra
session under a weigh t of respon sibilit y which has
rarely rested upon public men.
At such a crisis men becam e natura lly allied to
each other. Intelli gent, patriot ic, courag eous, firm of
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purp ose, and of undy ing loya lty, Mr. Arno
ld took his
seat in that cele brate d Con gres s and then
com men ced
an intim acy and frien dshi p betw een us,
exis ting unbrok en to the day of his deat h. The Pres
iden t and
Mr. Arno ld had know n each othe r long
and well.
The y had been asso ciate d as lawy ers in
the trial of
caus es and had been oppo site coun sel in
impo rtan t
litig ation . This long asso ciati on at the Bar
had mad e
them to know one anot her well, and had
enge nder ed
mutu al resp ect and mutu al rega rd.
l\I r. Linc oln
hail ed the elect ion to Con gres s of Mr.
Arno ld with
plea sure , for in him he saw the faith ful
friend, the
wise coun sello r, and the loya l and patri
otic citiz en.
And henc e it was, duri ng all his adm inist
ratio n, that
he gave to him his fulle st conf iden ce and
exte nded to
him so man y evid ence s of the high rega
rd in whic h
he held him.
Tho ugh a nevv mem ber, the cons idera
tion in
whic h Mr. Arno ld was held by his colle
ague s was
show n by the unan imou s requ est mad e to
him that he
shou ld pron ounc e the eulo gy in the Hou
se on beha lf
of Illin ois on the occa sion of the deat
h of Mr.
Dou glas .
His addr ess was a glow ing and meri ted
tribu te to the mem ory of that disti ngui
shed man .
Trai ned in the arts of legis latio n by his
serv ice in
the Illin ois Legi slatu re, cons ciou s of his
own abili ty
and capa city, Mr. Arno ld parti cipa ted at
once in the
busi ness of the Hou se. On the 29th day
of July , he
ente red into the discu ssion of the Inte rnal
Rev enue
Bill, and in a shor t and apt spee ch whic
h conv ince d
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the House of his ::tbility as a clebator, and what was to
be his usefulness as a legislator.
The reg-ular session of the Thirty-seventh Congress met on l\Ionday, the second clay of December,
r 86 r. The country had then been plunged into all
the horrors of a bloody civil war, and the loyal people
looked forward to the opening of this regular session
of Congress with the most intense interest.
Mr.
Arnold appeared and took his seat. He had felt his
\Yay somewhat cautiously in the extra session, but
now he believed himself equal to taking a more
prominent part in the legislation of the House. He
participated in the discussion of nearly all the important questions which came up for action, and he soon
took rank as one of the ablest members of the body.
I was in the House of Representatives for sixteen years, and during the most important epoch of
our country's history and at a time when so many of
the ablest men of the nation were members of the
House of Representatives, and was in a position to
estimate and judge of men; and I can conscientiously
say that I consider that Mr. Arnold was one of the
ablest, the most useful, and most conscientious members with whom I was associated. Always at his post
in the House and in the committee-room, he shunned
no labor nor left any duty unperformed. He studied
all questions and weighed all the arguments, pro and
colt, on every subject ·on which he was called upon to
act. And ,then in deportment and bearing he was
what a public man should be, amiable, courteous,
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affable, polite , and alway s a gentl eman , maki ng
himself estee med and respe cted by all who had the
good
fortu ne to know him. I have some times thoug ht
that
Chica go neve r did full justic e to its cong ressm an
in
those two celeb rated Cong resse s durin g the war.
In
the excit emen t of the time and the whirl of event
s,
men were often lost sight of. Mr. Arno ld neve r
dazzled by brilli ant speec hes, got up for effect and to
gain
popu lar appla use and cheap glory , but he devo
ted
hims elf rathe r to the serio us subje cts of legisl
ation
with assid uity and intell igenc e.
The Coug-ressz(mal
Globe, durin g his term of servi ce, is an endu
ring
monu ment to his great and usefu l labor s, and
that
will rema in as long as the Repu blic shall endu re.
In all matte rs of local impo rtanc e befor e Congress , as well as in all matte rs in which his const ituen
ts
were intere sted, eithe r in the Depa rtme nts or in
Congress , Mr. Arno ld was espec ially activ e and effici
ent.
He gave the Ship- Cana l Bill a warm suppo rt, and
his.
speec h on the subje ct was one of the ables t which
was
made .
Com ing from good old Revo lution ary and Rhod e
Islan d stock , born and bred amon g the freedom-1
0\'ing peop le of Nort hern New York , it could hard!
r
have been other wise than that Mr. Arno ld shoul
d
have imbib ed the stron gest feelin gs of hosti lity
to
huma n slave ry. Thro ugh all his politi cal assoc iation
s,
neith er his opini ons nor actio ns on that subje ct
ever
chang ed. He alway s acted with the anti-s laver y
men
wher ever he found them , and when slave ry raised
the
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standard of rebellion against the government, he took
the most radical ground on the subject. He voted
for the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, and as early as March, r862, he introduced a
bill, sweeping in its provisions, to prohibit slavery in
every place subject to national jurisdiction. This bill
was stoutly resisted, but Mr. Arnold pressed it with
ability and persistence, and after some amendments, it
became a law, June 19, r862. He made a speech in
the House on this bill, on the 19th clay of May, r862,
and from a man of his naturally calm and conservative
temperament, it was not only very able, but very radical and aggressive. He denounced slavery as a monster attempting to destroy a government which it had
so long controlled. He said no man who loved his
country and the Constitution could hold any other
position toward it than one of hostility, and that every
effort should be made to weaken and destroy it.
"\Vhenever we can give it a Constitutional blow," he
exclaimed, "let us do d." And it may be said to his
honor, few men in Congress, or out of Congress, dealt
harder blows at the institution than he did.
The ablest and most notable speech that Mr.
Arnold made while a member of Congress was that
on the bill to confiscate rebel property, made May 2,
r 862. After passing in review the wickedness of the
Rebellion, and the inhuman manner in which the
rebels had conducted the war, and the necessity of
prompt and vigorous action, he addressed himself to
the legal questions involved, in an argument of great
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ability and resear ch, and which challe nged the attention of the lawye rs of the Hous e. He was an able
lawye r, and all legal quest ions to which he gave his
attent ion he treate d with consp icuou s abilit y and with
a felicit y of langu age quite rare in the discus sion of
point s of law.
From the high stand ing of l\Ir. Arno ld in the
Hous e, and the advan ced positi on he occup ied on the
slave ry questi on, it was fitting and prope r that he
shoul d take the initiat ive in a great measu re of legisl ation with which his name will ever be honor ably
assoc iated, and which was the found ation of an enact ment of more transc endan t impor tance than any which
ever adorn ed the statut e-boo k of any nation .
On the rsth day of Febru ary, r864, l\Ir. Arnol d
introd uced into the Hous e of Repre senta tives a resolution , which was passe d, decla ring that the Const itution shoul d be so amen ded as to .\BOLrSIL sLAYE R\I:\" TllE Ul\ITED STATES.
This was thefi rst step ever
taken by Cong ress in favor of the abolit ion and preventio n of slave ry in the count ry. The ball was set
in motio n - the popul ar branc h of Cong ress had made
a solem n decla ration which sent a throb of joy and
hope to the heart of every lover of huma n freedo m.
The Senat e was then so const ituted that the twothirds ' major ity, neces sary to subm it a Const itutio nal
amen dmen t, was easily obtain able. The Hous e having led the way by passin g the decla ratory resolu tion
of Mr. Arnol d in favor of a Const itutio nal amen dmen t,
the Senat e passe d the resolu tion on the 8th day of
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April, r 864. But it failed to pass the House at that
session of Congress, and it was not until the next ses·sion, on the I st day of February, r 86 5, that the twothirds' majority was obtained in the House, and in the
homely language of Mr. Lincoln, "tlze job fin/sized. "
In the debate in the House, Mr. Arnold made a
passionate appeal for the passage of the joint-resolution. \\ 7 arming up in his remarks, and in a tone of
true eloquence, be exclaimed: "In view of the long
catalogue of wrongs that slavery has inflicted upon the
country, I demand today of the Congress of the
e nited States, the death of slavery. \\r e can have no
It now reels
permanent peace while slavery lives.
and staggers in its last death-struggle. Let us strike
the monster this last decisive blow." "Pass this jointresolution,' ' he continued, "and the thirty-eighth Conas that which consummated
~Tess will live in historv
/
u
the great work of freeing a continent from the curse
of human bondage. The great spectacle of this vote
which knocks off the fetters of a whole race, will make
this scene immortal.'' And further on he continued:
"I mean to fight this cause of the war this cause of
all the expenditure of blood and treasure from which
my country is now suffering; this institution which
has filled our whole land with sorrow, desolation, and
anguish. I mean to fight it until neither on the
statute-book nor in the Constitution shall there be left
a single sentence or word which can be construed to
* ': , Let us
,;:,
sustain the stupendous wrong.

ISAA C N. ARXO LD.

now, m the nam e of liber ty, of justi ce, and
of God ,
cons umm ate this gran d revo lutio n. Let us
now mak e
our coun try the lwme o.f the .free ."
No mem ber of the Hou se of Rep rese ntati
ves
who was pres ent whe n this reso lutio n
pass ed can
ever forg et that extr aord inar y scen e.
Mr. Arno ld
was full of rejoi cing . In a grap hic, racy
, and inter estin g pape r, entit led " Rem inisc ence s of
Linc oln and
of Con gres s duri ng the Rebe llion ," read
by him in
July , r 882, befo re the New -Yor k Gen ealo
gica l and
Biog raph ical Soci ety, he gave an acco
unt, amo ng
othe r thing s, of the pass age by Con gres
s of the
"joi nt reso lutio n to subm it to the Stat es
the ame ndmen t to the Con stitu tion abol ishin g slav
ery." Afte r
~eeing the grea t work , so near
to his hear t, acco mplish ed, he tells of the step s he took to obta
in certa in
souv enir s conn ecte d with the legis latio n.
\Vhe n the
reso lutio n had been engr osse d he proc ured
an exac t
dupl icate of the origi nal, whic h was to go
on file in
the Stat e depa rtme nt, and to that obta ined
the sign ature s of all the mem bers of both Hou ses
who had
vote d for it, to be treas ured U]J as a mem
ento of the
occa sion ; and with sadn ess he tells the story
of the
Chic ago Fire , whic h cons ume d that and
so man y
othe r treas ures . Prof iting from his insp irati
on in this
rega rd, I follo wed his exam ple and proc ured
prec isely
the sam e thin g for myse lf; and look ing at
the nam es
of all the mem bers of both Hou ses, in
their own
prop er hand writ ing, who vote d for the reso
lutio n, ther e
will be seen the nam e of Isaa c N. Arno ld,
writ ten in
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his own bold, clear hand. Now that he has passed
away, I never look upon it without emotion.
It is impossible in the limits of this paper to do
full justice to Mr. Arnold's congressional record. The
Congnssz"ollal Globe shows with what zeal and ability
he entered into the business of the House, and what
light he shed on all subjects to which he gave his
attention. He went to Congress to serve the country
in its hour of peril and not for the objects of an unworthy ambition.
His colleague and his friend, I
know how conscientiously and laboriously, how honestly and how ably he discharged his every duty. To
those who knew him it goes without saying, that he
was thoroughly incorruptible.
There was never a
lobbyist or corruptionist bold enough to approach him
with even the slightest suggestion as to any action on
his part favoring any object for private gain, and not
for the public good. Such was his high character, his
incorruptible integrity, and his elevated code of morals,
that no man ever dared to approach him with an improper suggestion in respect of his official action.
Mr. Arnold's congressional career ended with the
Thirty-eighth Congress, March 3d, I 865. During his
whole term of service, not only from a sense of duty,
but from his high personal regard for the president,
he had given the administration of Mr. Lincoln a
loyal, able, and an efficient support. It was a matter
of great regret and disappointment to that distinguished man, as well as to all of his colleagues, that
he did not return to Congress. He had served his
5
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fully and wit h
cou ntry and his con stitu ents so faith
llen ged the resp ect
suc h mar ked abil ity tha t he had cha
his pub lic care er.
and con fide nce of all fam iliar with
o, at the adjo urn On his retu rn to his hom e in Chi cag
ss in July , I 864,
men t of the lon g sess ion of Con gre
ptio n, and a vot e
he was tend ered a mag nifi cen t rece
ks of the mee ting
was pass ed, giv ing to him the than
had ren der ed his
for the able and valu able serv ices he
gres s. \Vh ile not
cou ntry and his con stitu ents in Con
he ente red into the
a can dida te for re-e lect ion in I 864,
Lin coln with gre at
can vas s for the re-e lect ion of Mr.
y Sta tes urg ing
spir it, and his voice was hea rd in man
gre at wor k of sup the peo ple to sust ain him in the
pres sing the rebellion.
Lin coln , Mr.
Aft er the assa ssin atio n of Mr.
d in wri ting a
Arn old bein g then alre ady eng age
the Ove rthr ow of
"Hi stor y of Abr aha m Lin coln and
he acc epte d the
Sla ver y in the Uni ted Sta tes, "
n of aud itor of
app oin tme nt from Pre side nt Joh nso
dep artm ent, as a
the trea sury for the pos t-of fice
him a mor e read y
resi den ce in \Va shin gto n affo rded
him to hav e in
access to doc ume nts nec essa ry for
Sub seq uen tly, diff erin g wit h
pre par ing his .,_vork.
the policy he had
Pre side nt Joh nso n in resp ect of
ch he had rece ived
ado pted , he resi gne d the office whi
e in Chi cag o in
at his han ds. Ret urn ing to his hom
''Hi sto ry of Abr aha m Lin coln
I 867, he com plet ed his
He bro ugh t to the
and the Ove rthr ow of Sla ver y."
s of an able and
pre par atio n of that wor k the qua litie
ver y larg ely from.
con scie ntio us hist oria n, who wro te
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His
personal kno\·v ledge and personal obsen·ation.
long and intimate acquaintance with Mr. Lincoln had
given him a thorough knowledge of his character and
As a member of
his mode of thought and action.
that Congress for four years during the war, and
\\·hich had accomplished such prodigies for the country, he was from his own participation in it enabled to
speak with authority.
I ha\'e recently read again this work and am
more impressed than ever with it as a work of surpassing interest and of exceptional historic value. No
where else can be found a more just appreciation of
:\Ir. Lincoln and a more graphic and truthful recital
of events then transpiring in Congress and on the
theatre of military and political action throughout the
Important and interesting facts are to be
country.
obtained therein which are not to be found elsewhere.
Resuming his law practice in Chicago in I 872,
:\Ir. £\mold continued actively in his profession for
t\YO or three years, when failing health compelled him
to abandon it. From that time till his death, he lived
the life of a retired gentleman in his pleasant home on
the .:'\ orth-Side, among his books an<! papers, \vhere,
surrounded by his interesting and amiable family and
congenial friends, he dispensed an elegant and graciIt \vas then he found leisure to
ous hospitality.
devote himself to favorite literary pursuits. \\'ith an
inclination for historic research, with that power of
analysis '"'hich a long practice at the Bar had given
him, and with a rare felicity of composition, he
devoted himself to historic themes.
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It was in 188o that Mr. Arnold brought out his
" Life of Benedict Arnold - his Patriotism and his
Treason, " a most comely volume of more than four
hundred pages. The book has been extensive ly read
in the most intelligen t circles. \Vhile it provoked a
certain measure of criticism in some quarters, yet it
was generally commend ed for the ability, fairness, and
independ ence shown by the author. It was perhaps
a bold undertak ing to write the life of a man whose
name and memory were so loaded clown with infamy
as were those of Benedict Arnold. But the author
frankly tells us in his introduct ion what led him to
undertak e to tell the story of Benedict Arnold's life
truthfully and impartial ly. He was conscious of the
deep and universal prejudice existing against him, and
was aware that the American people would listen with
impatien ce to his narrative .
He had no desire to
change the indignati on and resentme nt felt against
him, nor could he either excuse or extenuat e his
guilt. He wished "to make known his patriotic services, his sufferings , heroism, and the wrongs which
drove him to a desperate action and induced one of
the most heroic men of an heroic age to perpetrat e an
unpardon able crime. " Influence d by such considera tions, and responsib le only to himself for his opinions
and judgmen ts, l\I r. Arnold did not hesitate to write
the " Life of Benedict Arnold. " It is the province of
history to record facts, to pursue investiga tions, and
narrate circumsta nces without regard to the character s
of individua ls. To sum up, Mr. Arnold has giYen to
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the world a book of exceptional historic value, and for
which all the lovers of biography and students of our
Revolutionary history must be grateful.
It is not the first time that there has been written
the life of a man who has been set up in the "pillory
of history." Dr. Robinet never lost anything in the
estimation of the French people by writing the
memoirs of Danton, nor Ernest Hamel for his history
of Robespierre, nor Alfred Bougeart by his life of
the monster M a rat.
Everywhere, l\1 r. Arnold has
added to his reputation among literary, thoughtful,
and reading men, by his " Life of Benedict Arnold."
In the somewhat heated controversy which arose over
the question of Gen. Arnold's military services, the
historian fully vindicated the positions he had taken,
for no man was more successful in marshalling facts or
in presenting deductions from established premises.
But the great work of Mr. Arnold's life, and
upon which his reputation as a biographer and historian must rest, is his "Life of Abraham Lincoln,"
now in course of publication.
His history of Mr.
Lincoln and the overthrow of slavery, through an
able, valuable, and interesting work, as I have described, was never entirely satisfactory to the author,
so far as it treated of Mr. Lincoln. He determined,
therefore, two years since, to write anew the " Life of
Abraham Lincoln," in the light of all the new material
he had gathered. Stimulated by his admiration and
friendship for that illustrious man, he devoted himself
to the preparation of a life of one of the greatest men
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who ever "lived in the tide of time "- a man whose
name is on all our lips and whose memory is in all our
hearts AnR.\TL\:\I LIXCOLX.
He entered upon the
work con amorc, and devoted to it all his efforts and all
his thoughts. The preparation of the work occupied
all his time and absorbed all his attention. So closely
did he pursue his labors, and so intently were his
thoughts occupied thereon, that his health, at no time
rugged, within the last few years, began perceptibly to give way.
Still he persevered, and still he
labored on, till the last chapter was finished, and the
last finishing touches given.
Tever shall I forget the
last interview I had with him only a few days before
he died, as he lay pallid and emaciated on his bed of
death.
Knowing all the interest I had felt in his
book, he began to speak of it in feeble and even
plaintive tones, and closed by saying: ''It was only
when I had completed the last chapter that I collapsed." And so it was. strengthened and buoyed up
in his purpose to complete the great work of his life,
when the task was finished, he laid clown to die. The
hour of his earthly existence had come finally to strike.
Neither the prayers of wife and children, who did so
much to sooth the pangs of his parting life, nor all
their love, care, and devotion; neither the hopes of
friends, ncir the skill of physicians could stay the hand
of death. His work was clone, and peacefully and
calmly and in Christian resignation he yielded up his
soul to the God who gave it.
Mr. Arnold's "Life of Abraham Lincoln," en-
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riched by a captivating style, carefully studied and
drawn from the most reliable sources of information,
will become the standard life of a man whose name,
]inked in glory to that of \!I,Tashington, will go clown to
the end of all the ages.
Of an active mind, taking an interest in all passing events, Mr. Arnold always found some subject to
occupy his attention and to engage his pen, Independent of the books; he had written and published,
he was the author of a great number of sketches,
papers, biographies, and reviews, many of which have
been published, and all of them are interesting and
valuable in a personal and historical point of view.
Associated for half-a-century with Illinois, and having
been long and honorably identified with the S.tate, he
was always interested in all that appertained to our
history and our public men. As a member of the
legal profession, and as a man in public life, he was
closely allied to many of the lawyers and judges, and
to many men in official stations in the State, and he
was never happier than when recounting the reminiscences of his earlier professional and political life.
To everything he undertook, Mr. Arnold brought
the qualities of a ripe intelligence, great vigor, and a
sound judgment. When at an age when most men
rest, he was pursuing to its legitimate honors and
rewards the career of a man of letters and of an historian. Of the productions of Mr. Arnold's busy and
gifted pen which have been published in pamphlet
form, I may mention:
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His Address before the Chicago Historical
Society of Nov. gth, r 868, giving a history of the
Society, etc.
2.
"Sketch of Col. John H. Kinzie": read
before the Chicago Historical Society, July I I, I87f.
3· "Recollect ions of the Early Chicago and Illinois Bar" : a lecture before the Chicago Bar Association, June I o, r 88o.
4· " Reminiscen ces of the Illinois Bar Forty
Years Ago " : read before the Bar Associatio n of the
State of Illinois, at Springfield , Jan. 7, I88I.
S· A Paper on Abraham Lincoln: read before
the Royal Historical Society in London, June I 6,
I 88I.
6. A Paper on \Villiam B. Ogden: read before
the Chicago Historical Society, Dec. 20, I 88 I, on the
presentatio n of a portrait of Mr. Ogden, by Healy, to
the Historical Society.
J. "Reminisc ences of Lincoln and of Congress
during the Rebellion ., : being the anniversar y address,
delivered before the New-York Genealogic al and Biographical Society, April I 5, I 882.
8. " Benedict Arnold at Saratoga " ; reprinted
from the "United Service." " Reply to John Austin
Stevens, and new evidence of Mr. Bancroft's error."
9· A Paper on James Fennimore Cooper: read
in I 883 before the Chicago Literary Society.
I.

Letter of Isaac N. Arnold to Bishop Clarkson: "Was Dr. De Koven legally elected Bishop of
Illinois?"
IO.
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1 r. A Paper read before the Chicago Philosophical Society, Dec. ro, r883, entitled, "The Layman's Faith."
Mr. Arnold had been one of the founders of the
Chicago Historical Society, and served many years as
one of its vice-presiden ts. On the 19th clay of December, r 876, he was elected president, and held the
position uninterrupted ly until the clay of his death- a
period of about seven and one-half years. So long
identified with the Society, and giving to it his attention and services, he did much to elevate its character
and add to its usefulness. We can never forget the
regularity of his attendance upon all the meetings of
the Society, his watchful care over all its interests, nor
the dignity and courtesy which he presided over our
deliberations.
\Vith an intellectual and finely-chiseled face, of an
erect and well-formed person, of quiet and gentlemanly manners, and courteous carriage and bearing, Mr.
Arnold was a man who always attracted attention.
He was the soul of probity and honor. Neither the
purity of his private life, nor the integrity of his public
conduct was ever challenged ; but in every position
of life he stood before the world as an honest man, a
cultivated gentleman, a good citizen, and a public servant without reproach. Those of us who have known
him so well in this Society and in the daily walk of
his life and conversation, will always guard for him a
profound souvenir of respect and affection.
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Husband, father, friend, neighbor, citizen - his
ashes repose on the shores of that lake where he had
passed a long and an honored life, and its waves shall
foreYer sing his requiem.

TRIBUTE OF HON. THOMAS DRUMMOND.
MR. PRESIDENT :-I propose only to make a few
general remarks, leaving details to others.
\Vhen Mr. Arnold came to Chicago in 1836, if some
one had asked what were the qualities which would make
him one of the principal men who would form and influence the elements of the growth of a great city, he would
have said that, as a professional man, he must be able and
true to his clients; as a public man, conscientious and
faithful in the discharge of all trusts committed to his
hands, and as a citizen, honorable in all the relations
which attach to that name.

Mr. Arnold, in his life, from

-

that time, when tried in these various positions, proved
that he possessed all these qualities, and he was thus one
of the leading men of the city, whose influence was always
exerted for good.
By his talents, industry, and fidelity, and conscious
that success was with him a necessity-for it is not those
who have, but those who gain a competence who achieve
great distinction at the bar-he became one of the most
eminent lawyers of the city and of the State.

I

o man

ever had his heart more in his cause, or more fully bent
every faculty of his mind to succeed .
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As a publi c man, the spher e of his usefu lness
was
great ly enlar ged. He, as a mem ber of the legisl
ature a nd
as a citize n, made the most stren uous effort s and
exhib ited
great abilit y in his argum ents and speec hes
to main tain
the hono r of the State in its deali ngs with
its credi tors.
As a mem ber of Cong ress, he gave the whol
e energ y of
his mind and heart to susta in the admi nistra
tion of Lincoln; to upho ld the rights of man; to destr oy
slave ry, and
to prese rve and conso lidate the union of these
State s.
\Ve who were acqua inted with him in those
tryin g days
know with how much devo tion he sough t to
accom plish
these great objec ts. A warm perso nal friend
of Linco ln,
he was one of his most truste d couns ellors and
advis ers.
It woul d be diffic ult to overr ate the value of
the services which he renue red to his State and the Nat
ion while
Ill publi c life.
As a man and a citize n, his influe nce and effort
s were
alway s exert ed in favor of sound mora ls and good
gover nment. \Vhe n we look back to the condi tion of
affairs that
exist ed here nearl y fifty years ago, we can appre
ciate the
effect produ ced on profe ssion al, socia l, and
politi cal life
by the chara cter, habit s, and cond uct of Mr.
Arno ld, and
can say, as the influe nce of a man so consp icuou
s is allperva ding, that the world is bette r for the life
of sach a
man.
It is fitting , there fore, that there shoul d be place
d on

-

-
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record, and especially in this Society, in which he took
so deep an interest, and of which he was so long the pres iding officer, an enduring memorial of the estimate which
has been formed of his life and public services by his contemporaries, in order that those who come after us here
may know that he, of whom we now speak, was, in our
judgment, thus of record, an eminent lawyer, a true patriot,
a nd an honorable citizen.

TRIBUTE OF liON. VA0:. H . HIGGINS.

l\1R. PRESIDE:c\T :-I feel great distrust and diffidence
in my ability to say what I think ought to be said of the
honored deceased, whom I had kno\\"n since his early manhood, now more than forty years, and with whom I had
been on terms of great intimacy and friendship for more
than thirty years.
ship.

I am proud of that intimacy and friend-

I am proud of his record as a man and as an hon-

ored citizen of Chicago, and I am grateful for the example
of his life and character.

VIe owe a tribute of respect to

the late Isaac K. Arnold, who devoted the best energies
of his whole life to objects of benevolence and to the
advancement of the cause of human freedom.

His patri-

otism and devotion to the cause of the Union and its preservation were untiring and ceaseless.

In Congress and
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out of Congre ss, he was ever active and zealous , watchf ul
and constan t. In the beginn ing of the great struggl e for
the preserv ation of our nationa l existen ce, Isaac N. Arnold .
was foremo st in all that could be done to preserv e and
perpet uate this Union. Chicag o had no truer patriot , no
better friend of the enslave d negro, no more sympa thizing
friend of the wretch ed and sufferin g everyw here and at all
times than Isaac N. Arnold .

Althou gh I had known him
in all the relation s of life, socially , politica lly, and professionall y, I am here to speak only of his profess ional life,
and of Isaac N. Arnold as a lawyer . Other friends more
eloque nt will speak, I am sure, of the usefuln ess of the life
of the deceas ed, and of the beauty and lovelin ess of his
genera l charact er, which, during a long lifetime , so gained
and held our love and affection. They will speak of him
in the domest ic relation s of his life, as a trusty friend, a
faithful husban d, a kind father; as a disting uished and
honore d citizen ; as a true gentlem an, pure and spotles s in
all things, and in all the relation s of life. They will tell
of his philant hropy.
a philant hropist .

Isaac N. Arnold was from his youth
He was the friend of cnslav eJ and

wretch ed bondsm en.

lie consec rated his best energie s
during his whole life to the emanci pation of the poor slave,
one of the nobles t objects within the range of human benevolen ce. It was in the cause and interes t of the poor
slave· that his heart swelled with more tendern ess and his

purse was opened more freely than in any other.

They

will speak of his great and untiring efforts in his early
manhood in originating and organizing the Free-soil party
of the United States.

They will speak of patriotic, un-

selfish, and untiring devotion to the Union cause during
our late struggle, and of his active, constant, zealous, watchful care of the public interests and the public trusts confided to him; of his eminent and useful services throughout
a long life, and of him as a citizen of whom Chicago has
always been proud.
I will not attempt to speak of the honored deceased,
save of him in his professional character as an advocate
and as a lawyer.

Mr. Arnold, in his early life, w~s not

favored by fortune.

He had not the advantages of a col-

legiate education.

He had only such opportunities as

were afforded by the country-schools and village academy.
These he improved to such an extent as to fully prepare
him for the prominent positions which he afterward occupied during his life, anci which he filled so creditably to
himself and so satisfactorily to his friends.

At the early

age of fifteen years, young Arnold found himself thrown
upon his own resources, and from that time began the
struggles of life for success and for future usefulness.
was emphatically "the artist of his own fortune."

He
From

seventeen to twenty, he occupied his time in teaching half
the year, to enable him to pursue his studies the other
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half.

He divid ed his time durin g this perio d
betw een
acad emic study , teach ing, and readi ng law.
Duri ng this
perio d he enter ed the law-o ffice of Rich
ard Coop er of
Coop ersto wn, N.Y . He subs eque ntly beca
me a stude nt
in the office of Judg e E . B. More hous e.
In 1835, when
he had scarc ely attai ned his majo rity, he was
admi tted to
the Supr eme Cour t of New York . He imm
ediat ely there after form ed a partn ershi p with ] udge More
hous e, whic h
conti nued until his remo val to Chic ago.
In 1837, he
form ed a partn ershi p with Mah lon D. Ogde
n of this city,
whic h conti nued for sever al years , build ing
up a large and
lucra tive busin ess. 'While a mem ber of that
firm in 1841,
Mr. Arno ld, bein g then only twen ty-se ven
years of age,
comm ence d and carri ed throu gh to a succe
ssful term ination, unaid ed and alone , the celeb rated case
of Bron son vs.
Kinz ie, whic h was finall y deter mine d by
the Supr eme
Cour t of the Unit ed State s in the wint er of
I 842.
I mention this case beca use of its being a leadi
ng case in this
coun try, amon g its celeb rated cases , and beca
use of its involvi ng grav e cons tituti onal ques tions whic
h Mr. Arno ld
was able to grap ple with at that youth ful perio
d of his life,
argu ing this case at twen ty-se ven years
of age in the
high est cour t in the world , and conte ndin
g again st the
ables t lawy ers in the Nat ion. It demo nstra
tes the learn ing and capa city, the cour age and fixed ness
of purp ose of
the youn g lawy er more satis facto rily than
any word s of
eulog y.

•
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Mr. Arnold was more than a powerful and successful
advocate and trial lawyer. He was a learned lawyer-a
jurist, in the just sense of that term. For more than
thirty years Mr. Arnold stood at the head of the Chicago
bar. As a nisi prius or trial lawyer there was scarcely
his equal in the State; probably it can truthfully be said
that he was one of the most successful, ingenious, and
powerful jury lawyers in the Western country. The
records of the various courts, State and Federal, show
Mr. Arnold to have had an extensive and varied practice.
Few lawyers in this or any other city have had a greater
number of cases before the courts than Mr. Arnold, and
these cases were generally of great importanc e, and involved the most varied learning, and called for the application of the most intricate and abstruse questions of law.
For a time, Mr. Arnold made a specialty of criminal practice, and such was his success for many years that no man
defended by him was ever convicted. His first important
criminal case was the trial of a negro named Davit, who
was accused of murdering his brother. Mr. Arnold being
satisfied of his innocence , volunteere d to defend him, and
procured his acquittal. Among other noted criminal cases
in which he appeared as counsel, that of Taylor Driscoll,
charged with the murder of John Campbell, the leader of
a band of "regulator s" in Ogle County, Ill., is perhaps the
most noted.
6

He defended many other persons charged
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with murder in this and other counties, and, except in the
case of Green, in this city, in r854, who committ ed suicide
before the final trial, it is believed he was successfu l in
every instance.
There is no one of the older members of the Chicago
bar but will accord to Mr. Arnold the credit of having
been one of the best trial lawyers that ever belonged to
the Chicago bar.

Mr. Arnold attained in life and in his

professio n all that an honorabl e and well-orde red ambition
could hope for. He attained great eminenc e and distinction in his professio n and as a citizen. He acquired a
compete ncy, and his later years found him enjoying the
comforts which wealth brings.

He was a marked and

conspicu ous figure in the growth and developm ent of our
city, and his name will long be remembe red as one of the
originato rs and members and as the presiden t of this
Society, and as being connecte d with nearly every enterprise of benevole nce, culture, refineme nt, and growth developed in our city since he has been amongst us.
I may say of him as a lawyer and as a citizen, 111
the language of Edmund Burke: "In all the qualities 111
which personal merit has a place, in culture, in erudition ,
in genius, in honor, in generosi ty, in humanit y, in every
sentimen t and every liberal accompli shment, he was the
peer of any man."

TRIBUTE OF Wl\I. F. DE WOLF.
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Wm. F. DeWolf, Esq., then offered the following
resolution:

Resolved, That the thanks of the Chicago Historical
Society be and are hereby presented to the Hon. E. B.
vVashburne, the Hon. Thomas Drummond, and the Hon.
Van H. Higgins for their graceful tributes to the memory
of our late president, the Hon. Isaac N e\vton Arnold, and
also to the Hon. John Wentworth for his tribute to the
memory of our late vice-president, the Hon. Thomas
Hoyne; and that the Committee on Publication of the
Society cause these tributes to be printed, for the use of
the Society, in pamphlet form.

TRIBUTE OF WM. F. DEWOLF.

In connection with this resolution in respect of Mr.
Arnold, may I be permitted to say a word expressing my
love ·and admiration for our departed friend and president.
It was my great privilege from the time I came to Chi-

cago to be able to call him my friend.
years adjoining neighbors.

We lived many

Our children grew up together,

loving and beloved, until at last I came to look upon him
as my best friend outside my own family.
trust myself to relate his acts of kindness.

I dare not
You will

pardon me for thus alluding to what, perhaps., some might
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sacr ed prec incts of
thin k had bett er be seal ed with in the
open to each othe r,
indi vidu al mem ory. Our door s were
aint. In his family,
and we wen t in and out with out restr
stan dard of husb and,
Mr. Arn old cam e up to the high est
H.e did "no t dull his palm with
fathe r, and friend.
, unfl edge d com rade ,
ente rtain men t of each new -hat ched
tion tried , he grap but the frien ds he had, and their adop
." "He was the son
pled to his soul with hook s of steel
s live after him and
of his own works," and thos e work
h and prai se him
will alwa ys rema in to testi fy to his wort
in the gate s.

ILLINOIS STATE BAR ASSOCIATION.
ADDRESS OF HON. E. B. WASHBURNE.

the invitation of the Illinois State Bar Association
at their annual meeting at Springfield, Ill., Tuesday, January 13, r885, Hon. E. B. Washburne read the
following paper:
GENTLEMEN
AND

OF THE

ILLINOIS

STATE

BAR ASSOCIATIOX,

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:

In the death of Hon. Isaac N. Arnold, who expired
at his residence in Chicago, April 24, r 884, the bar of the
State of Illinois lost one of its oldest and most distinguished members.

Mr. Arnold commenced the study of

his profession in the office of Richard Cooper, Esq., of
Cooperstown, N.Y.

He subsequently entered the office

of Judge E. B. Morehouse of the same place, and where
he remained until his admission to the bar of the State of
New York, Nov. 7, r836.

As soon as he had obtained

his license, and in the fall of that year, he came to Chicago and entered upon the practice of his profession, but
he was not enrolled at the bar of the supreme court until
Dec. 9, 1841.

He soon gave evidence of that legal ability

which in later years put him at the fore-front of the profession.
He was careful and painstaking and always devoted
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74

to the interests of his clients.

In the collection of moneys

and administration of all trusts he was scrupulously exact,
and it could be said that his clients never had to collect
their money twice.

Chicago was then but a small village,

and Cook County embraced a half-dozen or more large
counties that now surround it.

As new counties were

organized out of the territory of Cook County, Mr.
Arnold was sought for in the most important cases, and
whenever he appeared he achieved a high reputation as
a jury lawyer and as a counsellor.

It was quite early in

his professional life (in 1841) that Mr. Arnold was brought
to the special notice of the profession by his connection
with the celebrated case of Bronson ''· Kinzie ct als., and
which he prosecuted to a final decision in the supreme
court of the United States, and which is reported in the
first of Howard.

This case has gone into the judie-a!

history of the country as a leading case, and one of the
most important ever decided by the highest judicial tribunal of the land.
The case arose
our State.

111

a critical period in the history of

In the midst of a great and sweeping depres- ·

sion of business, and the depreciation of all values, demagogues had risen l!lp all over the State, who sought to
debauch the public credit and stain the public faith.
Popular clamor threatened the repudiation of our State
debt and attempted to postpone the enforcement of private contracts.
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Mr. Arnold was vehement in his denunciation of stay1aws and of repudiation, and determined to test the constitutionality of the act of the legislature which provided
that property should be appraised, and unless two-thirds
of its appraised value should be bid, it should not be sold.
Mr. Arnold took the ground that such legislation, so far
as regarded contracts already entered into, was in violation of the constitutional provision which inhibited any
State from passing any law impairing the obligation of
·contracts.

He soon found a way to test the matter in the

supreme court of the United States.

A client of his,

Arthur Bronson of New York, put into his hands for foreclosure a mortgage on property in Chicago, given to secure
a debt before the passage of the stay-law.

In 1841, he

filed a bill for foreclosure in the United States court at
Springfield, praying for a strict foreclosure and a sale to
the highest bidder, without regard to the redemption,
appraisement, or stay-laws.

When the case came on for

trial, Justice McLean sat with Judge Pope.

There being·

a division of opinion between the judges, Mr. Arnold took
the case to the supreme court of the United States in
Washington.

The case came on in January, 1843.

Mr.

Arnold presented it for his client in a )'Vritten argument.
In view of the great importance of the question to
be decided, Chief-Justice Taney expressed his regret that
an oral argument was not had.

In the absence of such
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oral argument, we can but regret, also, that the written
argument was not set out in the report of the case.

And

in this connection, Mr. Arnold himself relates a pleasant
incident which shows the generosity of his client and
which must make his memory respected by all our professional brethren.

Mr. Arnold sent to Mr. Bronson a

modest bill for $ r 50 for services, which was immediately
remitted, together with a check for $500 additional.
that was not all.

And

Mr. Bronson had published a pamphlet

copy of the argument of Mr. Arnold and also of the
opinion of the court, and bound in Levant morocco, with
beautiful ornamentation.

Mr. Arnold's copy was burned

in the Chicago fire, and it is not probable that a copy of
that most interesting pamphlet can now be found anywhere.

Mr. Arnold justly acquired much reputation for

the able manner in which he had presented the argument,
for it was understood at the time that the principal points
he made were fully sustained by the court.
The opinion of Chief-Justice Taney was one of the
ablest and most elaborate ever d elivered by that illustrious
jurist.

No one can read it at this day without being filled

with admiration at the masterly manner in which he treats
the great constitutional questions involved, and demonstrating that the provision of the Constitution, that no
State should pass any law impairing the obligation of
contracts, was something more than a "barren ideality."
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He swept away the pretences and subterfuge s which had
been advanced in order to obscure the true meaning of
that great provision in our national charter, which has
been the sheet anchor of our national honor and public
faith.
There has not been a more just appreciati on of Mr.
Arnold than that of George W. Lay, Esq., now a citizen
of Batavia, N.Y. Mr. Lay is a son of the late Hon. Geo.
W. Lay of Western New York, and who was our cltargr!
d'affaires to Sweden and Norway from r842 to r845.
Admitted to the bar in the State of New York, Mr. Lay
came to Chicago in 1847, and in the fall of that y ear
entered into a law partnershi p with Mr. Arnold, which
was continued for some fifteen years, and until about the
year I 862. Mr. Lay then returned to his former residence
in Batavia.

He was well known to most of the old lawyers of Chicago, a man of excellent standing in his profession, and of the highest character for probity and
honor.

From his long and intimate associatio n with Mr.
Arnold, no one was better able to speak of him as a
lawyer and a man.
This valuable paper has been placed at my disposition, and I am enabled to quote some of its most salient
points.

After giving his idea of what a lawyer should be,
and what position he should occupy toward his clients
and the court, Mr. Lay says "that Mr. Arnold was strictly
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conscientious and honorable as a lawyer, and

never

lowered the standard of the relation of lawyer and client.
Many times he had known of his canvassing the rights
of his clients, and questioning the propriety and duty of
taking up a certain cause, but he had never in his long
experience and association with him known him to be
aught but the soul of honor.
standard of duty.

He had no tricks nor low

He was always the friend of the

· fr.iendless, and kind and considerate to the feelings of
·others, and always thoughtful and ready to assist the
struggling lawyer just commencing.

To all the profes-

sion he was courteous, polite, and gentlemanly, with due
respect to the court, the judge, and the opposing counsel,
and indulging in no undignified and bitter language, and
never wrangling.

He was firm in his advocacy of what

he deemed his duty to his client who had intrusted his
rights and interests to his care; indeed, a model for the
profession, always dignified and upholding the dignity and
importance of his position as a lawyer, an advocate, and
a man.

In conversation he was affable, instructive, and

high-toned, and never given to low badinage.

His friends

and associates were selected from among those who were
seekers after intellectual improvement and whose ideas
were of a cultured and high order.
"To some he appeared haughty and distant, but this
was merely the reserve incident to his character.

To
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those who were near to him he was affable, considerate,
and kind, and attached them to him with hooks of steel.
"As a lawyer, he was careful and painstaking, examining and studying the law and decisions criticaJly before
expressing an opinion or giving advice, which was generally well grounded, owing in a great measure to that
inherent love of strict justice pervading his mind and
jnfluencing and controlling his actions.
"His great forte, however, was as an advocate before'
a jury, and in the examination and cross-examination of
witnesses.

The cause of his client was presented with

its full force, carefully prepared, and with wonderful
ability.

I have never seen or heard his equal in the

presentation of his side to the jury.

The strong, salient

points in the evidence were fully, clearly brought out and
enforced by a masterly argument.

He seemed to have

complete control of the jury, and to carry them with him
.as he progressed.

He was truly eloquent, clear, and con-

cise, no useless verbiage, no prolixity, but straightforward
and to the point, pleading, arguing, convincing with stirring, breathing words full of expression, thought, reflection, and argument.
"In his addresses he used no slang expressions, but
choice, pure English, strengthened in delivery by action
and gesture, forcible and graceful, and with a clear, ringing voice, changing and varied in its tone as demanded by

8o

IS.-\AC N. ARNOLD.

the subject, the occasion, the parties, and the ·surroundIn all respects, without exception, he was the

mgs.

ablest, the most versatile, and most powerful advocate I
had the pleasure of listening to during my long acquaintance with the Chicago bar."
Mr. Lay turns aside from his reminiscences of Mr.
Arnold to speak of the Chicago bar as he found it in
1847, of"the judges, juries, lawyers, witnesses, and spec-tators.

At the bar there was an array of legal lore and

intellectual worth and power.

He passes in review many

names well known in the legal profession in this State
-Isaac N . Arnold, Justin B"utterfield, Giles Spring, J.
Young Scammon, Grant Goodrich, Patrick Ballingall,
James H. Collins, Norman B. Judd, Buckner S. Morrismen who made the Chicago bar at that period distinguished
by its power, its eloquence, and its legal accumen, almost
without an equal in this country.

"Upon the death of

Justin Butterfield, Mr. Arnold was appointed in his place
as attorney and counsellor of the board of trustees of the
Illinois- and- Michigan Canal, and had charge of very
important litigation.

He defended many cases brought

against the trustees where it was attempted to enforce
preemptions of tracts of land in the city which the trustees had subdivided and confined and restricted the right
of preemption to that part of the land or block actually
occupied and improved, and not allowing the subdivision
made by the United States to govern.
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"This was a very important question and involving
large amounts.

It was carried to the supreme court of

the State, where Mr. Arnold obtained a decision in favor
of the trustees.

I have not the time to refer to the many

important cases which Mr. Arnold tried in the courts
below and argued in the supreme court of the State."
Mr. Arnold did not confine himself entirely to the
common-law and equity practice, but was frequently employed in criminal cases, where he displayed his great
intellectual and forensic powers.

Mr. Lay says that he

was particularly successful in cross- examination.

He

seemed to read the feelings, motives, and countenances
of the witnesses.

In this our honored president, Judge

Davis, has also borne his testimony to the same effect,
for in a recent letter to me he said: "Mr. Arnold, in his
time, was one of the best cross-examiners in this country."
I can not do better than to quote here an extract
from the admirable address of Judge Van H. Higgins
before the Chicago Historical Society, in respect of Mr.
Arnold as a lawyer:
"Mr. Arnold was more than a powerful and successful advocate and trial lawyer.

He was a learned lawyer

-a jurist, in the just sense of that term.

For more than

thirty years, Mr. Arnold stood at the head of the Chicago
bar.

As a nisi prius or trial lawyer there was scarcely

his equal in the State; probably it can truthfully be said
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that he was one of the most successful, ingenious, and
powerful jury lawyers in the Western country.

The

records of the various courts, state and federal, show Mr.
Arnold to have had an extensive and varied practice.
Few lawyers in this or any other city have had a greater
number of cases before the courts than Mr. Arnold, and
these cases were generally of great importance and involved the most varied learning, and called for the application of the most intricate and abstruse questions of law.
-;.:-

"There 1s no one of the older members of the
Chicago bar but will accord to Mr. Arnold the credit
of having been one of the best trial lawyers that ever
belonged to the Chicago bar.

Mr. Arnold attained in

life and in his profession all that an honorable and wellordered ambition could hope for.

He attained great emi-

nence and distinction in his profession and as a citizen."
Before entering Congress, in

I

86 I, the political life

of Mr. Arnold was measured by three terms as a member
ot the House of Representatives in the State Legislature
from Cook County.

He was elected as one of the two

members of the House from Cook .County in 1842.
colleague was Gen. Hart L. Stewart.

His

It then took five

counties, Cook, \,Yill, DuPage, Lake, and McHenry, to
send John Pearson to the State Senate.

There were

many men of distinction in the House at that time, and
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some of whom have acquired a national
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reputation.

Samuel Hackelton of Fulton County was the speaker.
He had been previously a register of the United States
land-office at Galena, a native of Maine, and of an adjoining town to the one

111

which I was born and raised.

Gen. Wm. L. D. Ewing was the clerk.
for fifteen days governor of the State in

He had been
I

834, and sub-

sequently a senator of the United States for two years-·
a gentleman whose courtly manners and genial deportment will never be forgotten by any one who had ever
known him.

Robert Smith was enrolling clerk, a young

man recently from New Hampshire, who afterward served
for ten years as a member of Congress, with great credit
and us-efulness; a man whose popular and captivatingmanners everywhere made him hosts of friends.
Then there was Gustavus Koerner of St. Clair, the
best type of the German-American, the accomplished
scholar and lawyer, subsequently judge of the supreme
court, lieutenant-governor, and minister to Spain; Maj.
Andrew

J.

Kuykendall, who, serving in the' war of the

rebellion, was elected to the Thirty-ninth Congress from
the Cairo district; Stephen T. Logan, the great lawyer,
and as a nisi prius judge who never had an equal in the
State; Orville H. Browning, the distinguished lawyer and
advocate, senator in Congress, and secretary of the Interior, and once the honored president of our bar associa-
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tion; John A. McClernand, for ten years a member of
Congress, who added to his reputation as a statesman a
distinguished and honorable service as a soldier, subsequently a judge1 and now at the bar.

Orlando B. Ficklin

was a member of this House, as he had been of the
Houses of 1836 and I838.

Subsequently he served four
terms in Congress, and is still at the bar, but his love of
the early history of our beloved State leads him in historic paths; the brilliant b.wyer, Julius Manning of Knox;
Alexander Stearne, subsequently secretary of state; the
modest and unassuming Pierre Menard of Tazewell, the
son of that grand old Frenchman, Pierre Menard, our
first lieutenant-gov ernor; the thorough and warm-hearted
Englishman, Gen. William Pickering, the worthy. representative of the English settlement in Edwards County;
David L. Gregg, once secretary of state, and subsequently
commissioner to the Sandwich Islands; Newton Cloud, so
well known in our State histQry; Richard Yates, governor
and United States senator ; and I must not forget to
mention that bluff old sailor, Capt. Curtis Blakeman of
Madison County, and one of the founders of the "Marine
Settlement" in that county, a spot which Judge Joseph
Gillespie declared had no equal for beauty of scenery and
fertility of soil.

He commanded the ship which took

Gen. Moreau to Europe, when he left the United States
to join the allied armies of Europe against Napoleon in
I
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844, Mr. Arno ld was again elect ed to the
Hous e
from Cook Coun ty, havin g again for his
colle ague Gen.
Hart L. Stew art. Norm an B. Judd was
elect ed sena tor
from Cook and Lake coun ties. Willi am
A. Rich ardso n
was the speak er. He was subs eque ntly
elect ed to Congress for four terms , then was appo inted
gove rnor of
I

Nebr aska, and elect ed Unit ed State s sena
tor in 1863 to
succe ed Judg e Doug las. In the hous e
at this sessi on
there were Cyru s Aldr ich of Jo Davi es Coun
ty, and after ward mem ber of Cong ress from Minn esota
; Almo n \N.
Babb itt, Morm on, and Jake Back entos ,
Jack Morm on,
both from Hanc ock Coun ty; Davi d Davi
s, after ward a
distin guish ed judg e of the supre me court
of the Unit ed
State s, and then servi ng the State and
coun try with
abili ty and usefu lness in the Sena te of the
Unit ed State s.
Retu rning amon g us, after havin g worn so
many hono rs,
he show s his regar d for our noble profe ssion
by accep ting
the posit ion of presi dent of our bar assoc
ration . John D.
Whit eside , ex-S tate treas urer, Majo r Kuyk
enda ll, Judg e
Loga n, Juliu s Mann ing, Alex ande r Stear
ne, and Rich ard
Yate s were also again mem bers of this Hous
e, as well as
New ton D. Stron g of Madi son Coun ty, one
of the ables t
lawy ers in the State in his time, and broth
er of Judg e
Stron g, late of the supre me cour t of the Unit
ed State s.
Afte r closi ng his servi ce in the Legi slatu
re, in 1846,
Mr. Arno ld did not enter publi c life again
till 1856.
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tion; John A. McClernand, for ten years a member of
Congress, who added to his reputation as a statesman a
distinguished and honorable service as a soldier, subsequently a judge; and now at the bar. Orlando B. Ficklin
was a member of this House, as he had been of the
Houses of 1836 and 1838. Subsequently he served four
terms in Congress, and is still at the bar, but his love of
the early history of our beloved State leads him in historic paths; the brilliant lawyer, Julius Manning of Knox;
Alexander Stearne, subsequently secretary of state; the
modest and unassuming Pierre Menard of Tazewell, the
son of that grand old Frenchman, Pierre Menard, our
first lieutenant-gov ernor; the thorough and warm-hearted
Englishman, Gen. William Pickering, the worthy representative of the English settlement in Edwards County;
David L. Gregg, once secretary of state, and subsequently
commissioner to the Sandwich Islands; Newton Cloud, so
well known in our State histQry; Richard Yates, governor
and United States senator ; and I must not forget to
mention that bluff old sailor, Capt. Curtis Blakeman of
Madison County, and one of the founders of the "Marine
Settlement" in that county, a spot which Judge Joseph
Gillespie declared had no equal for beauty of scenery and
fertility of soil.

He commanded the ship which took

Gen. Moreau to Europe, when he left the United States
to join the allied armies of Europe against Napoleon in
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the strict est
politi cs he had alway s been a Demo crat of
on the Polk
sect, and in I 844 he was a presi denti al electo r
uri comp roticke t. Indig nant at the repea l of the Misso
and in 1856,
mise, he becam e an anti-N ebras ka Demo crat,
ns and antiupon the urgen t insist ance of the Repu blica
nted again
Nebr aska Demo crats of Cook Coun ty, he conse
esent ative s
to becom e a cand idate for the Hous e of Repr
an excit ing
in the Legis lature , and was electe d. This was
were in the
sessio n of the Legis lature . The Demo crats
of Adam s
majo rity in the Hous e, and Samu el Holm es
Bisse ll had
Coun ty was electe d speak er. Col. Wm. H.
whom Mr.
been electe d gover nor in Nove mber, and for
Ther e were not many of the old
this sessio n,
whee l-hors es of eithe r party in the Hous e at
you will
but if you will look over the list of mem bers
electe d to
find that eight of them subse quen tly were
n, Morr ison,
Cong ress, -Ebo n C. Inger soll, ] ohn A. Loga
It being
Spark s, Moul ton, Cullo m, Lathr op, and Arno ld.
from Jeff
alleg ed that Bisse ll had accep ted a chall enge
to take the
Davis to fight a duel at Wash ingto n, his right
the heat of
oath presc ribed by the Cons tituti on was, in
party feeling, vehem ently chall enged .
nor,
Mr. Arno ld becam e the cham pion of the gover
r, demo nand, in a legal argum ent of great force and powe
lf withi n
strate d that the gove rnor had not broug ht himse
and could
the mean ing of the const itutio nal provi sion,

Arno ld had voted .

ADDR ESS OF liON. E. U. WASH BURN E.

87

prope rly take the oath, and that it was his
duty to take
it. This speec h of Mr. Arno ld settle d the
quest ion, and
gave to him a high reput ation over the whole
State , mark ing him as one of the ables t of our publi c
men at th e
time. Bisse ll had alrea dy been strick en down
by a partial paral ysis, and was unabl e to go to the
State Hous e
to have the oath of office admi nister ed to him,
and so the
Legis lature went to the Gove rnor's mans ion to
receiv e his
oath_ A great invali d durin g his term of servic
e, he died
befor e it was ended . On Marc h 16, 1860, his
brave and
noble heart cease d to beat, and the State
mour ned the
loss of one of its brave st, ables t, pures t, and most
devo ted
sons.
If I could be pardo ned a digre ssion , I woul
d attem pt
to make know n to the prese nt gener ation , so
forge tful of
our histor y, and often so frivolous, some thing
of the real

chara cter of the found ers of our comm onwe alth,
to rende r
homa ge to the hones ty, the firm ness, and
the fideli ty
which belon ged to their chara cters ; but the
attrac tion of
pleas ures, the greed for gold, and the ambi tion
for place
have usurp ed the thirst for justic e, conte mned
the spirit
of sacrifice, and belitt led the auste rity of duty.
No loyal son of Illino is can pass in review the
eariie r
of our publi c serva nts witho ut a feelin g of admi
ration and
gratit ude. I can not go over the whole list of
our publi c
men, but must limit myse lf to a few of the
more prom i-
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nent, whose lives, services, and character illustrate our
earlier history. 'vVe call to mind our first governor, the
plain and honest Shadrach Bond, and we pause in reverence before the comely figure of our second governor,
Edward Coles, a man who rendered a service to the State
which can never be forgotten so long as a love of freedom shall find a lodgment in the hearts of men. Ninian
Edwards, our third governor, whose talent, integrity, and
commandin g presence carried the people back to the
memories of the fathers of the Republic. But of the
late governors, there was a man elected after I came to
the State whom I can not refrain from mentioning,
Thomas Ford, a man of the most aggressive honesty
and of Roman incorruptibi lity; disdaining the clamors of
pestiferous demagogues , he stamped out with a giant
tread the heresy of repudiation. He served the State
with fidelity and courage, and he laid down his robes of
office with honor untarnished , though in extreme but
honorable poverty, a poverty of more value to his name
and to the State he served than all the wealth of "Ormus
and of Ind."
And we will never pass over the name of our first
lieutenant-g overnor, that honest and unpretendin g Canadian Frenchman, Pierre Menard, whose name was the
synonym of patriotism, honor, fair dealing, and benevolence. A distinguishe d citizen of St. Louis, allied to him
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by ties of family, holding him in the highest reverence
for all the virtues which adorned his public and private

character, has already undertake n the erection of a monument to his memory to be placed in our State- House
grounds.

I refer to Charles Pierre Chouteau, in whom
survives those great traits of character that made his
family so illustrious for half a century, not only in our
neighborin g State of Missouri, but in the whole Northwest.
*
*

*

CHICAGO LITERARY CLUB.
MEMORIAL.

R

EPORTED by Walter C. Larned, for the Comn;ittee, and adopted at a meeting held Monday

evening, May

12,

r884:

Since our friend and associate, Isaac N. Arnold, has
been taken from among us by death, we, the members of
the Chicago Literary Club, desire to express our sorrow
for his loss, and our earnest appreciation of his worth.
We think also that the expression of our high regarcf
for him will serve as the best utterance of the hearty
sympathy which we feel for his bereaved family.
This Club is proud to have numbered among its
members a man whose private character has been so
blameless, and whose public services have been so noteworthy.

We wish to pay our tribute of admiration to

Mr. Arnold as a lawyer, as a statesman, and as a writer.
Few men at the bar of Chicago could equal his persuasive
.eloquence before a jury, or better sift the evidence in complicated cases.

As a statesmen, he came to his country's

l1elp in a time of trying need, and his services in the
cause of liberty for the oppressed will do him immortal
honor.

His biographical works arc in every library, and
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his name is thus associated in history with that of Abraham Lincoln.

We also greatly honor him for the perfect

purity and integrity of his character, which he kept without stain in all the varied circumstances of his life, and
we lament the loss in him of a friend whose gentle dignity of manner and kindliness of spirit endeared him to
us all.
We can not but feel that the grief of those who
loved him best will in time be softened and made less
bitter by the thought that he has done no evil to live
after him, but only good deeds, which can not pass away
with his body, but will remain to his enduring honor.

LINCOLN -PARK COMMISSIONER S.

T

HE following resolution of respect to the memory
of Comr. Arnold was adopted by the Commis-

sioners of Lincoln Park, May 13, r884:
IN MEMORIAM.
The death of our late associate, the Hon. Isaac N .
Arnold, an honored and useful member of this Board for
the last four years, calls for an expression of the feeling
of profound regret with which we deplore his loss.

Mr.

Arnold was a man who stood so high in this community
in all the relations of life, that while no word of eulogy
would seem inappropriate when applied to his character,.
none is needed to establish or embellish it.
The Board of Commissioners of Lincoln Park desire
however to place upon record our high appreciation of the
citizen and the man.

His great fidelity to the interests of

the Park, his devotion to the development of its natural
beauties, his <esthetic taste so cultivated and refined, and
above all, his courteous and gentlemanly bearing in all the
meetings of the Board, and in all his intercourse with his
associates, endeared him to each and all of us, and will
cause us to cherish his memory with profound and lastingaffection; and the Secretary is ordered to enter this minute
upon the records and to send a certified copyto the afflicted
family of our late associate.

F. H. WINSTON, President_
E. S . TAYLOR, Secretary.

UNION CATHOLIC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.

A

T a meeting of the board of managers of the Union
Catholic Library Association, held at the library

rooms, April 26, 1884, the following resolutions were introduced by Mr. Edward T. Cahill, and unanimously adopted:
The Union Catholic Library Association, desiring to
join with the common sympathy and condolence expressed
by the citizens of Chicago, irrespective of race, creed, and
condition, in their bereavement for the late and highlyesteemed citizen, Isaac N. Arnold, give expression to the
following:
That in the person of Mr. Arnold we had a man who
possessed in no small degree the true qualities of a Christian gentleman-amiabil ity, benevolence, and charity.

His

mind was of such breadth of comprehension, so deep and
penetrating in its grasp, that in all the walks of life which
h e was called on to tread, he was eyer to be found in the
path of virtue, truth, and justice.

His kind and sympa-

thetic nature shone so beautiful in his defence of the unfortunate and lowly, especially so in the case of the slave.
His zeal and devotion to his cause made him and his illustrious co-laborer, Abraham Lincoln, benefactors of a whole
race of people.
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His kindness toward our church and its communicants
was shown on numerous occasions in his public life.

His

charity often brought thanks and prayers from those who
can not in public give expression to their feeling of appreciation.

Our association is indebted to him for his interest

shown it, he having favored us with lectures and essays,
and joined us in honoring Mgr. Capel on th e occasion of
his visit here.
In his character are to be found those qualities which
today are deemed of but too little importance- that no
educated man can conscientiously be a Christian.

His

plea for immortality, delivered before the Philosophical
Society of this city, will warrant the assertion that Christianity does not tend to debase or lower the intellectual
qualities, but to strengthen, beautify, and enlarge them,
and that the future of our republic can not subsist without
it.

Therefore, be it

Resolved, That in the death of Isaac N. Arnold we,
in common with our fellow-citizens, extend to his bereaved
family our sincere and heart-felt sympathy in the loss of
so kind and affectionate a protector, and deplore the loss
to the State of a citizen of such worth, literature of so able
an exponent, and the nation of such a benefactor.

LETTER OF GEO. W. LAY.

M

BATAYIA, N.Y., Dec.

20,

I884.

Y DEAR Mrss ARNOLD:
I shall try and write as fully as I can what I

know of your father as a lawyer, with reference also to
some of the cases of importance which I can now recall.
I came to Chicago in June, I 847, seeking for a place
to practice law, and went into the office of Arnold &
Ogden, then in the old Saloon Building (so called), to
learn the course of procedure in the State of Illinois,
having already been admitted in the courts of the State
of New York.

In the fall, I became a partner with your

father, undtt' the firm name of Arnold & Lay, and
remained in partnership until about the year

I

862, when

I removed to Batavia, N.Y.
My idea or ideal of a lawyer would not, in these
days of feverish excitement, be considered correct.

To

my mind, a lawyer should be on the side of right, always
searching for truth and justice, and should never undertake a cause unless satisfied in his own mind of its merits.
He should never descend to the low arts of cunning or
chicanery to obtain success.

He should be above re-

proach, a friend as well as counsellor of the court, so
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that even- handed justice should be meted out.
The
popular delusion as to the position and duty of a lawyer
is that he should descend to low tricks, mean subterfuge s,
all representa tions false or specious, so that he accomplishes or obtains success- no matter how. So that to
win a cause, a lawyer must sacrifice honor, honesty, manliness, and all the nobler attributes of true manhood, such
as truth, free will, and regardless of self, act wholly for
his client.
I say it with pride, your father was strictly conscientious and honorable as a lawyer, and never lowered his
standard of the relation of lawyer and client. Many
times have I known of his canvassin g the rights of his
clients, and questionin g the propriety and duty of taking
up a certain cause; but never in my long experienc e and
associatio n with him have I known him to b"e aught but
the soul of honor, never lowering himself to this common
and low idea, so prevalent and popular, of the relation of
lawyer and client. No tricks or trickeries for him, no low
standard of his duty, but a firm resolve always to act
well his part. Possessing and holding such an elevated
idea of his duty, he was always the friend of the friendless, kind and considerat e of the feelings of others, a! ways
thoughtfu l and ready to assist the young and struggling
lawyer just commenci ng.
I often think with what kindness and considerat ion
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he overlook ed the many mistakes I made, so common to
the young in the professio n, and how like a father he
encourag ed me, renderin g me such valuable counsel and
assistanc e, so much so that words are unable to express
my debt of gratitude to him. Not to me alone, but to
all the professio n was he courteou s, polite, gentlem anly;
with due respect for the court, the judge, the opposing
counsel; indulgin g in no undignifi ed and bitter attacks
upon the opposing counsel or the court, and 111 no wrangling, and yet withal firm in his advocacy of what he
deemed his duty as an attorney or lawyer to his client,
who had intrusted his rights and interests to his care.
He was truly an example of an honorabl e lawyer and
advocate , impassio ned and zealous, a Chevalie r Bayard,
without fear and without reproach .

A model for the profession, always dignified , never low, but full of the dignity
and importan ce of his position as a lawyer, an advocate ,
and a man. In conversa tion, affable, instructiv e, high
toned; no low, common badinage for him . His friends
and associate s were selected among those who were
seekers after intellectu al improve ment and whose ideas
were of a cultured and high order.
To some he appeared haughty and distant, but this
was merely the reserve incident to his characte r; and
with those who were near to him he was always affable,
consider ate, kind, and attracted them to him with hooks

lSAAC X. ,\RXOLD.

of steel.

To know him was to love him.

In all the

years of our intimate rebtionship, I never had any othet·
feeling toward him than one of respect, of love, and never
had occasion to feel in any way offended by his manner
toward me.
As a counsel he was careful and painstaking, examinmg and studying the law and decisions carefully before
expressing his opinion or giving advice, which was generally accurate and well grounded, owing in a great measure
to that inherent love of strict justice and right pervading
his mind and influencing and controlling his actions.
His great forte, however, was as an advocate before a
jury, and in the examination and cross-examination of
witnesses.

The cause of his client was presented with its

full force, carefully prepared, and with wonderful ability.
I have never seen or heard his equal in this presentation
of his side to the jury.

The strong, salient points in the

evidence were fully, clearly brought out, and enforced by
a masterly argument.

He seemed to have complete con-

trol of the jury, and to carry them with him as he progressed.

He was truly eloquent, clear, and concise; no

useless verbiage, no

proli~ity,

but straight forward to the

point, pleading, arguing, convincing with stirring, breathing words, full of expression, thought, reflection, and
argument.

In his addresses he used no slang expres-

sions, but choice, pure English, strengthened in delivery
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by action and gesture, forcible and graceful, and with a
clear, ringing voice, changing and varied in its tone as
demanded by the subject, the occasion, the parties, and
the surroundings.

In all respects, without exception, the

ablest, most versatile, and most powerful advocate I had
the pleasure of listening to during my long acquaintance
with the bar of Chicago.
My first recollection of the bar of Chicago, with its
plain surroundings, the absence of all form and ceremony,
the huddling together of judge, jury, lawyers, witnesses,
and spectators, that there should be such an array of legal
lore and intellectual worth and power surprised me.

Plain

and sometimes rough in their appearance, dress, and manners, yet their intellect, their abilities forensic and argumentative, were to me, coming from the comparatively stately
grandeur of the New-York courts, somewhat surprising.
Jus tin Butterfield, who excelled as counsel and in
equity; Giles Spring, whose quick legal mind seized upon
the right, upon the law with almost intuition; Grant
Goodrich, whose industry and research, as well as his
address in court, rendered him a formidable antagonist;
Hugh T. Dickey, then presiding judge, whose boyish
appearance and face were in wonderful contrast to his
clear, quick, legal mind, commanding respect and attention from the older members of the bar; Patrick Ballingall, the active, energetic, and shrewd prosecuting attor-
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ney;

J.

Young Scammon, the able counsellor, owner of

the best legal library in the city, whose earnestness and
zeal as an advocate whenever he entered the arena caused
him to be feared; Norman B. Judd, able and popular as
an advocate; J as. H. Collins, the indefatigable, unwearied
advocate, whose forensic efforts were always listened to
and highly appreciated, as he threw his whole soul and
heart in his cause; Buckner S. Morris, the genial, happy
Kentuckian, whose stories and startling addresses to the
jury were so taking, so rich

111

fun, and ofttimes wonder-

fully successful; and many others combined to impress
me most favorably.

I doubt whether, at this day, there

is any bar more distinguished in its power, its eloquence,
and its legal acumen.

Before it came many important

questions as to title, jurisdiction, ways, and water-courses,
and constitutional questions involving deep research and
subtle argument.

Having but few precedents and author-

ities to rest upon, they were compelled to think, reflect,
and reason, with rude arguments and plain statements,
striving to attain justice and right.

I wondered then

and wonder ·now at the intellectual force and energy then
exhibited.
You ask me for briefs that your father prepared.

I

have none, as all the office papers were burned in the
great fire that destroyed so much of value.

In two pam-

phlets sent me by your father, which you probably have,
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one entitled : "Remin iscence s of the Illinois Bar Forty
Years Ago; Lincoln and Dougla s as Orators and Lawyers. By Hon. Isaac N. Arnold. Read before the Bar
Associa tion at Springf ield, Ill., Jan. 7, r88r;" as also:
"Recoll ections of the Early Chicago and Illinois Bar.
By Hon. Isaac N. Arnold. Deliver ed before the Chicago
Bar, June 10, r88o,'· you will find numero us cases alluded
to from which one can derive much informa tion as to the
importa nt causes in which he was engaged .
The first importa nt case was that of Arthur Bronson
''· John H. Kinzie, argued in U. S. superio r court in J anuary, I 843; referretl to by your father in his pamphl et on
page I 7· Also another involvin g similar question s in 3
Howard , both importa nt cases, and in which he was
eminen tly successful. After my partners hip, the case of
Plumlei gh v. Dawson , for diversio n of a water-c ourse, tried
before Judge Drumm ond, in which he obtaine d a large
verdict. Connec ted with this were several suits between
same parties, one for escape, Plumlei gh v. Cook, sheriff of
Cook County , decided in Illinois superio r court in his
favor. Soon after our partners hip, your father, upon the
death of J usti.n Butterfi eld, was appoint ed attorne y and
counsel of the board of trustees of the Iilinois- and-Mic higan Canal, and made the argume nt and defence of several
cases: Brainar d 7'. Trustee s, Grange r 7'. Trustee s, Laflin or
Loomis 7'. Trustee s, etc., when it was attempt ed to enforce
8
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preemption of tracts of land in the city which the trustees
had subdivided and confined and restricted the right of
preemption to that part of land or block actually occupied and improved, and not allowing the subdivisions
made by the United States to govern.

This was a very

important question, involving as it did thousands of dollars, and was carried to the supreme court and there after
long and able arguments on both sides, finally decided m
favor of the trustees.

Also a leading case decided

111

supreme court by Judge Trumbull, I think, was one of
Case 7J. Hartford Insurance Company, wherein the question as to the liability of an insurance company for losses
by theft at a fire was decided in favor of their liability
under their then form of policy.

Immediatel y after this,

the insurance companies inserted a clause exempting
specially losses by theft at fires. I can not recall now
the many, many important causes in which he was acting
as attorney or counsel, but there are numerous causes in
the supreme court decisions of Illinois wherein he was
interested, involving many varied and important questions
of law.

As I have no books or papers to refer to, to

refresh my memory, I can not quote them -as I could wish.
Judge Drummond could undoubtedly recall many
important cases that came before him, and could give
a clear, succinct idea of the legal questions discussed in
which Mr. Arnold was employed and interested. The
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case of Johnston v. Jones, wherein the question of accretion on the lake shore was involved, and to which your
father refers in one of the pamphlets, was important in
value involved as well as legal questions.

But he did not

confine himself entirely to the common law and equity,
but at times was employed and acted as attorney in
criminal causes, to which he bent all his energies, intellectual and forensic, with unvarying zeal and fervor.

In

the "Recollections of the Early Chicago and Illinois Bar,"
several important criminal causes are there enumerated by
your father in his descriptive way, giving a true insight of
his keenness as a lawyer, his powers of cross-examination,
as also information as to the important causes in which
he was employed.
In cross-examination he seemed to read the feelings,
motives, and countenances of witnesses, and to impress
the jury with his views.

I know of several important

causes wherein he defended persons indicted for crimes,
but can not of course give any idea of the questions
involved, of his argument, or brief, as I never attended
criminal trials; but this much I know, that he was generally successful.

I think I have gone over pretty much

what you requested me to write about.
There are many lawyers still living who could undoubtedly give interesting details of the causes in which
he was engaged, his arguments, and possibly his briefs;

~
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such as Judge Drummon d, Grant Goodrich, Judge Trumbull, J. Young Scammon , Ezra B. McCagg, Harvey B.
Hurd, Paul Cornell, and others.
To summarize , your father being always scrupulou sly
neat in his dress and personal appearanc e, with a highlyintellectua l and attractive countenan ce, with a voice well
modulated and variable, with a delivery free and easy, and
with impressive action emphasizi ng language, with pure,
fervent expression , with words and language choice, refined,
and striking, thus possessing all the attributes and requisites of a finished orator, no wonder he was powerful and
convincin g in his addresses to juries, no wonder that he
interested court and audience, and that wonderful success
attended his efforts.
And still further, I look upon your father as one of
those rare examples of a lawyer whose daily life and
daily conversati on was that of a thorough christian gentleman. ' He was proud of and gloried in his profession ,
and aimed always to secure justice between man and man.
He studied hard and desired always to attain the highest
mark in the calling which he had selected and which he
so honored . In fact, his motto was "Excelsio r".
Yours truly,

GEO.

W. LAY.

Rrtbur mason Rrnolb.
MEMORIAL.
1\

..1..~

RT H U R MASON ARNOLD was born in Chicago, May 13, 1858, and at the time of his death

was approaching his fifteenth birthday.

Always robust

and active, he early developed a taste for athletic exercises, and with his physical development his vigorous
mental powers kept pace.

He loved manly sports, and

under skilful training, carried remarkable thoughtfulness
and readiness into all the pursuits that in later years become the accomplishments of manliness.

He was an

admirable rider, an adept almost beyond his years in
field-sports.

It deserves to be recalled with melancholy

interest that on their way clown the river, on the fatal
trip, he playfully described to his father his experiences
in the summer of 1872, when on a gunning excursion, he
swam across the same stream four times successively, carrying dry, in one hand above his head, his gun, sportsman's apparatus and apparel.

At another season this

disaster, so fatal in termination, would have been deemed
a slight misadventure, to be dismissed with a laugh.
With all his boyish activity, there " ·ere abundant and
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notable indicatio ns of the more sterling traits that forecast usefulnes s.
He was well advanced it.l preparat ion
for college, with an aptitude for mechanic s that foreshadowe d a practical turn in his future professio nal
acquirem ents.

He built his boat patiently after drawings of his own, and named her the "\Vater 'vVitch," from
his recent reading of Cooper's novels. Mental and physical activity were evenly balanced .

His moral nature re-

sponded to careful culture of excellen t native traits. lt
is his father's remark to the writer that "there is not one
painful recollect ion associate d with his whole life but the
last.

Dutiful, truthful, faithful, guileless , modest, manly,
firm, there is not, until its closing hour, one unpleasa nt or
painful incident connecte d with his memory. " Is it not a
life's reward to have earned such testimon y though the
record closes at fifteen? As they were floating dowr. the
river to the treachero us eddy where destiny waited for
him, the son pleasant ly said, "An epic poem must be written describin g the cruise of the 'Viater \Vitch.' Father,
our next sail together must be on Lake Geneva, Switzerland." A few minutes later he crossed alone the dark
river of death.
The funeral was attended on Wednesd ay, April 30th,
at ten o'clock, in St. James' Church, Chicago, Rev. Arthur
Brooks, the rector of that parish, officiatin g. The schoolcompani ons of Arthur were present in a body, and the
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large concourse of friends attested wide-spread grief and
sympathy.

The remains will rest in the family lot at

Graceland Cemetery.

Few human lives. even the longest,

wm better rewards than the treasures of lasting affection
and honored memory.

A career ended in boyhood is not

in vain when it bears so full a record as that which embalms the name of ARTIIUR MASON ARN<JLD.

EXTRACTS FROM MR. ARNOLD'S JOURNAL.
.
\
The death of hts son was the great sorrow of Mr.
Arnold's life; while he bore it with fortitude, as he bravely
entered again into life's work, it cast a shadow over his
remaining years.

It has seemed fitting to commemorate

thus together the father and the son, who were in life so
closely united.
The following extracts are taken from Mr. Arnold's
journal:
"May, r873.-The saddest and most painful event of
my life is told in the annexed memorial.

The incidents

are, I think, substantially correct in the last account. Alas!
why could I not have saved him?

The question comes

again and again: Did I do all I could ?
"Prof. Swing, in the most feeling note of sympathy
writes:
avoided.

'Do not feel that the event might have been

*

*

*

Your separation from your son,

.
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your heavy boat, the flowing stream , the wind, the chilling
water, were all a part of the plan. It was not you, it was
not Arthur , it was God calling one more child home.'
"I will try to think so.
to God.

And now I consec rate myself
Oh, for help to live a Christi an life! Once more

I will try, and oh, Father in heaven , help me."
"Jan. rst, 1876.- Dropp ed a sprig of evergre en upon
the grave of Arthur . Brave, modest , manly. The moss
is growin g upon the cross that lays upon the turf under
which his bones repose. But in my heart he is ever present. At his grave I made resolut ions for the coming year ~
will they be broken like others? or shall the brief remain der of life be what I would have it. I resolve d there I
would try, and hencef orth I will make a record each Sunda y
mornin g of the week. A more active life. I will try now
at once to execut e my literary plans. I think to keep all
my resolut ions would result in physica l, intellec tual, and
moral health.

Let the residue of life be more for others. "
"Oct. 15th, r874. -Toda y I found these lines, which

seem to me so well to describ e Arthur :
" ' He lived to be simple, modest, manly, true.· "
"Aug. 3 rst, 1879.- If I felt sure that my life of Benedict Arnold would be a decide d success, I would, I think,
dedica te it as follows :
"To the memor y of a brave, noble boy, my son
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Arthur, I dedicate this book.

Had he lived, he would, I
believe, have done something to redeem the name of

Arnold from the infamy brought upon it by the subject
of the following narr~tive.
I. "N. Al{NOLD."

EXTRACTS .
[From the Chimgo Daily 7/·ibune, J!onday, "-lpril 28, I873.]

The sad news reached the family of Hon. Isaac N.
Arnold, at their, residence, "No . 104 Pine Street, in the
North Division, at a late hour on Saturday evening, that
their only son, Arthur Mason Arnold, a lad of fifteen, of
unusual promise, was drowned in Rock River on Saturday
afternoon, April 26. The brief and heart-rendin g intelligence was confirmed, and made even more affecting in its
nature by the full and distressing particulars of the event
brought to this city yesterday morning by a gentleman
from Dixon, a friend of the family, a special messenger,
with tidings more melancholy in their purport than are
usual in the visitations of human households.
Mr. Arnold and his family have, for some months,
been preparing for an extended tour in Europe, and their
arrangemen ts were made and berths secured in the illfated Atlantic, of the White- Star Line. The appalling
disaster to that steamer deferred Mr. Arnold's departure,
which, however, was soon to take place. The residence
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had been rented to E. H. Sheldon, Esq., and the final
matters were being disposed of for immediate departure.
Mr. Arnold owns a farm on the Rock River, near
Dixon, which he has made the home of a relative. It has
been a familiar sight in our str.e ets, Mr. Arnold and his
beautiful boy, mounted on a gray steed and a gray pony,
and many have turned on our thoroughfares to mark the
pair as they were taking their rides together.

The horses

were to be sent to the Dixon farm to be kept during the
tour in Europe, and Mr. Arnold and his son went out on
Friday to see the pets disposed of and bid farewell to
friends.

For some weeks past Arthur, whose inventive

and mechanical turn of mind his fond parent had encouraged, had been building a small boat with his own hands
in the yard at his home in this city, and was very proud
of his achievement.

The craft was a sail- boat, and was

fitted up throughout by the boy with such advice and
study as he could bring to bear in the task

The little
craft was finished, and the kind parent consented that it

should be put on board the cars, to be left for safe-keeping at Dixon.

In the mysterious dispensation of Provi-

dence it was an instrument of fate that has plunged the
family and a wide circle of friends in grief.
Through our informant from Dixon (above referred
to), we learn some particulars of the sad casualty.
boy-like, was eager to try his sail-boat.

Arthur,

Mr. Arnold con-
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sented, but for safety took a large, clumsy, flat-botto med
skiff, and attempte d to keep with his son. A flaw of wind
carried Arthur's craft suddenly to a consider able distance,
and then overturn ed it. The Rock River was running a
full spring current, icy cold. The lad bravely clung to his
capsized skiff, and seemed to hold it strongly. Agonize d
by his peril, the father made every exertion with his clumsy
boat to reach his son but the wind being against him, and
his son not far from ¥he bank, Mr. Arnold jumped ashore,
ran along the bank, seized a heavy plank and floated it
out toward Arthur, who sank, chilled, before reaching it.
The boy was recovere d after several hours research, but
beyond resuscita tion.

It would b e an idle and ungracio us
task to seek to add a line to paint the anguish of the
blow, sad to all, but saddest to the most loving of fathers,
whose son thus perished before his eyes.
A few family friends went out to Dixon last evening
to meet Mr. Arnold and pay the mournfu l tribute of condolence in his great affliction. This party return today
with the remains of the bright and noble boy, who, a few
hours since, so full of hope and life, went out. to place his
pet pony and boat in good-kee ping while he was abroad.
The funeral will occur on Wednesd ay.
The event has caused a profound sensation among
the numerou s friends of the family in this city. It is
mysterio us that a life so bright in its promise should have
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closed thus sadly.
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And yet may we not add that it is

within human experience that among those who mourn
with Mr. Arnold and his house there will be some who in
after-years will envy this stricken family the cherished
memory and green billow of turf that are all that wilL
remain of Arthur as compared with the blighted life of
some worse defeat of boyish promise in their own households.

It is a gift from Heaven to have loved and lost

such a son.

..

[l'iwn the Chicago Daily T?·ibzme, 7imda;', _.ipri/29, I873.]

The many friends of Hon. I. N. Arnold will have a
melancholy interest in the details of the calamity announced in yesterday's Tribune, which has deprived him
of an only son, and thrown a dark shadow over his newlyestablished home and the plan of his foreign tour.
Mr. Arnold and his son arrived at Dixon on Friday
evening, and spent the night at the hotel.

In the morn-

ing Arthur launched his boat, and he and his father went
in it down the river to the farm, about three miles.

After

dinner, the boy was desirous to try his boat again, having
meanwhile fitted the mast and sail, and the father, anxious
for his safety, accompanied him in another boat-a scowwith but one perfect oar.

The breeze had freshened and

Arthur was in high glee, tacking back and forth many
times across Rock River, which bounds Mr. Arnold's farm

XEWSPAPER EXTRACTS.
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for over a mile, and is here nearly 6oo feet wide, and at •
this time swollen with the spring flood.

The boy was

much pleased with the sailing qualities of the boat, the
work of his own hands throughout, and as he was passing
his father, swung his hat around his head and shouted,
"Catch me if you can! isn't this jolly?"

After indulging

in this sport for some time, his father suggested that perhaps they had better go ashore, to which Arthur replied,
"I will take one mm=e turn first ."
This time he took a longer reach, and Mr. Arnold,
who for a moment was attending to his own boat, on looking down the river saw that his son's boat had capsized
nearly a quarter of a mile distant, and that he was clinging to the bottom.

He at once attempted to reach him

with the scow, but the wind was blowing strongly up the
river, and after using his utmost efforts for perhaps ten
minutes, he found that he was making no headway, and
he therefore turned to the shore, reaching which he ran
along the bank, throwing off his coat as he went.
Meanwhile he attempted to hail Arthur, but the distance and head-wind probably prevented the latter from
hearing his voice.

Arthur, however, called, asking his

father to come, but in a quiet, firm tone, indicating entire
self-possession.

Arthur was fifteen, large for his age,

strong, and an excellent swimmer.

He had often told his

father what he would do under precisely such circum-

I
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• stances, and while the latter was running down the bank,
he saw the boy pull off his coat and strike for the shore.
He swam rapidly, and had made about two-thirds of the
distance when his father arrived opposite to him, and seizing a plank, plunged into the water.

The strong wind

against the current caused quite a heavy swell, and the
father could only see his son as he rose on the crests of
the waves.

vVhen he last saw Arthur, the lad seemed not

to be using his arms, but to be stan(:iing erect in the water.
Mr. Arnold swam rapidly toward the point where his son
was last seen, but Arthur had disappeared.
Just here the river deepens, with a rocky ledge descending abruptly, causing a strong undertow, which, with
the current, taxed all Mr. Arnold's strength.

The water

was turbid, so that it was impossible to see beneath the
surface.

Mr. Arnold, with an agony that can not be pic-

tured, searched for his son, but could not find him.

Prob-

ably after the lad sank, he did not rise af:'ain to the surface.

The father instantly gave the alarm and dispatched

a man on horseback to the village, two miles distant, and
in an incredibly short time very many citizens were on the
ground, active in exploring the angry and turbid waters,
while physicians made ready all the appliances for the resusciation, should the opportunity offer; but all in vain.
It was not until seven o'clock that the body w~as found

some distance from where Arthur was last seen, in a
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crevice in the rocks, in almost eight feet of water, the arms
drawn up as if he had been seized with cramp.
\ Vhen last seen by his father, the boy was only a few
rods from him, but being disabled by the excessive cold,
the undertow undoubtedly drew the unfortunate lad under
and whirled him rapidly down the river.
The frantic grief of the father can only be imagined.
The remains arrived in this city Monday afternoon, and
were borne to his father's house by some of his young
companions and school-mates.

